13 MAR 1997
Cuepacs- Menor andum
REPORT ON CUEPACS MEMORANDUM READY END OF THI'S MONTH

KUALA LUVMPUR, March 13 (Bernama) -- The Public Services Departnent
(PSD) is expected to finalise a report on the four Cuepacs nenoranduns
i ncluding the one asking for an increase in housing allowances for civi
servants by the end of this nonth.

Cuepacs Secretary-General N. Siva Subramani am sai d today Cuepacs had
been infornmed by the PSD that the PSD report was being finalised and would
be submitted to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad.

"W hope the report will be ready soon and the governnent will give a
favourabl e response to the request by civil servants," he told reporters at
Cuepacs headquarters here.

Cuepacs submtted four nenoranduns to the PSD on Jan 10 in line with Dr
Mahathir's directive at a neeting | ast Cctober.

The other nenmorandum is on the new pension fornula, Malaysia
I ncorporated and the matrix scal e.

Cuepacs has asked for the housing allowance for the nanagenent and
professional group as well as that of the support group to be increased to
RVR30. At present the nmanagenent and professional group received RML10 with
RVBO for those in the support group

Si va Subramani am said the government should provide nore |iving
quarters for civil servants if the request could not be nmet and also to
repl ace the nunmber of such prenises denolished for devel opment projects.

He also said that Cuepacs was not called by the PSD for discussions
prior to the preparation of the report.

"This shows that our nenorandum are conprehensive, clear and in
detail," he said.

He al so voiced Cuepacs' concern on the rising cost for nedical
treat ment which burdened the civil servants and said Cuepacs would neet
Health M nister Datuk Chua Jui Meng as soon as possible to discuss the
i ssue.

Si va Subramani am who is also the National Union of the Teaching
Prof essi on (NUTP) Secretary-General said the union would hold a neeting
with the Education Mnistry on Saturday in connection with the request by
teachers for optional retirement at the age of 40, |ike those given to
other civil servants.

At present nmle teachers can opt for optional retirenent upon reaching
50 years while the wonan teachers can do so at the age of 45. Other public
servants except the nurses are allowed to go on optional retirement at the
age of 40.

"There are many teachers who no |onger have interest in teaching and
want to retire but cannot do so. This will affect the nation's education
quality," he said.

Si va Subramani am sai d Cuepacs had been invited to join trade m ssions
organi sed by the International Trade and Industry Mnistry this year and
this opportunity would be used to gal vanise Ml aysia's inmge abroad as a
country ideal for investnment.

Cuepacs also planned to set up an education foundation for its menbers,
he added. -- BERNAMVA
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