17 MAR 1997
Mahat hi r - Byel ecti on
RESULT SHOAS VOTERS NOT HAPPY W TH COURT DECI SI ON, SAYS PM

KUANTAN, March 17 (Bernanm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad today
said Barisan Nasional's victory with an increased nmgjority in the Bukit
Begunan by-el ection showed that the voters are not too happy with the court
decision to nullify the previous election result.

"It is the verdit of the people not only regarding the candi date but
al so against the judgenment," the Prine Mnister said

He acknow edged that the court had the final say but felt that the
grounds for the decision was not quite right as the judge hinself had
stated that the winning candidate and his representative were not involved
i n vote-buying.

"What was found was that noney changed hands...we don't know whether it
was for that candidate or for the opposing candidate,"” he told a news
conference after opening Ml aysia Electric Corporation Bhd (MEC) and MEC
Cty in Ganbang near here.

The El ection Court in Kuching had on Feb 13 ruled that the result of
Sarawak state election for the Bukit Begunan seat was null and void as
there were elenents of bribery.

The application to nullify the result was filed by independent
candi dat e Donal d anak Lawan who | ost to BN s Mong anak Dagang

Mong recontested in the by-election held over the weekend and was
returned with a bigger majority of 4,615 votes agai nst independent
candi date Jack anak Buj ang.

Dr Mahathir said he feared the possibility of people deliberately
handi ng over noney to a certain candidate and getting it photographed and
use it as evidence of corruption

"If this happens, even | cannot win," he said.

In KUALA LUMPUR, Parti Bansa Dayak Sarawak president Datuk Leo Mggie
said the by-election victory showed that the people in Bukit Begunan
supported the politics of devel opnment practised by BN

Moggi e was happy that although there was a drop in the voter turnout,
the majoity obtained by the BN candi date was bigger.

Moggi e, who is the Mnister of Engery, Tel econmunications and Posts,
was speaking to reporters after launching the 10th anniversary cel ebration
of the privatisation of the country's teleconmunication industry. --
BERNANMA
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