12 JAN 1997

REVI EW SOCI ETI ES ACT, SAYS LAM THYE

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 12 (Bernama) -- Social activist Datuk Lee Lam Thye
today urged the governnment to seriously look into the Societies Act to see
how it can help facilitate the formati on of respectable and credible
non- gover nnent al organi sations (NGGs) in the country.

He said certain NGOs had resorted to the Conpanies Act to register
t henmsel ves because of the difficulties they encountered under the Societies
Act .

"This problem can be overcone with NGO | eaders who are responsible and
fully accountable to their nmenbers and the cause they believe in," he said
in a statement, here.

He was comrenting on Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad' s
st atenent yesterday expressing concern that certain NGOs had resorted to
regi ster thenselves as conpanies instead of societies and were not properly
managed.

Lee, who is al so Pemadam vi ce- presi dent, said he believed that the NGOs
must performtheir duties fairly and for the national interest if they were
to enjoy not only the confidence of their nenbers but also that of the
publi c.

"It is reassuring to note that the prinme ninister wants NGOs to
chanpi on the cause of the people and the conmunity," he added. -- BERNAMA
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