09/ 08/ 1997

Revi sed Agriculture Policy likely to be |launched next nonth

KUALA TERENGGANU, Fri. - The revised Agriculture Policy is expected to be
| aunched next month, Deputy Agriculture M nister Tengku Dat uk Mahmud
Mansor sai d today.

He said it would be presented to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad this nonth

He said the policy contained strategies to increase food production
especially by the private sector and overcone probl ens such as | and
short age.

"The policy also | ooks into integrated farnming (involving |ivestock
breeding in plantations) and nechani sation to naxi ni se | and use.

"It al so focuses on devel oping the agriculture sector so that it is able
to conpete internationally by increasing production, having a strong
mar keti ng nechani sm and |l egislating a standard on safety and quality.

"I't will ook into ways to mninise negative effects on the environnment
by creating rules and regul ations to preserve the bal ance of nature," he
added.

Tengku Mahmud al so urged a study on the type of food whose out put could
be enhanced.

"It is useless to produce food already found i n abundance in the

country.
"W nust undertake agriculture projects which produce food itens that we
are short of, |like beef and mlk," he said.

He added that Mal aysi ans had a tendency to venture into projects which
were "easy to handl e".

"For instance, the poultry industry sees involvenent by many because
they can get an easy supply of chicken feed at a reasonable price conpared
with rearing cattle where one has to pay nore to get the feed or grass.”

He said the production of cattle feed should be stepped up.

Tengku Mahrud said the country coul d save about RVA billion on inported
beef and m Ik if |ocal production was increased.
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