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Mahat hir-Arts
REVI VE | SLAM C ARTS AND ARCHI TECTURE, SAYS DR M

KUALA LUMPUR, May 16 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
today Islamic arts and architecture which signified the success of nuslinms
shoul d be revived and devel oped further.

The prine mnister said Islamc architecture, which is well-known
wor | dwi de, was one of the nuslins' successes.

"We should revive, develop and nodernise this architecture as well as
its craftsmanship and expertise in science which nade nuslins prosperous,”
he said when speaking at the ground-breaking cerenony for the Islamic Arts
Museum Mal aysi a adjacent to Pusat Islam here. The museumis Dr Mahathir's
brai nchi | d.

He hoped the museum would serve as a referral centre for nuslins in
Mal aysia and at the same tinme provide an opportunity to foreign countries
to see the real Islanmic arts.

Estimated to cost between RMBO nmillion and RV6O nmillion, the nuseum
wi Il showcase collections of Islamc arts worldwi de and woul d beconme one of
the educational and restoration centre which would also carry out research
and devel opnent on Islamic arts and science.

Dr Mahathir said there was a renmarkabl e inprovenent in the talents of
musl i n8 when they enbraced |Islamas was evident in the Islamc history.

For instance, during the pre-Islamic era, the Arabs were so backward
and were | ooked down upon by others as they did not have the arts which
could be held in high esteem he said.

"But after they enbraced Islam they not only becane stronger in terns
of administration and mlitary capabilities but their arts al so devel oped
and flourished until today to be one of the nbst popular in the world," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said as Islam had given a lot of inmpact to its followers,
nmuslins shoul d al so concentrate on arts as one of their way of life

The proposed museum woul d hel p them understand better the real Islanic
arts, he said.

Islam was not only a religion but also a way of life covering al
activities of a comunity and not confined to nmerely praying, he said.

"We need to eat, drink and wear clothes. W al so need satisfaction when
seeing beautiful things," he said.

Previ ously, when nention arts, it would nean drawi ngs in the form of
human body and aninmals but Islam forbids such drawi ngs as nore often people
woul d be attracted to the drawings and start worshi pping them he said.

Dr Mahathir said Islanmic arts progressed in tandem with the spread of
I sl am and where ever there were Miuslins, they created arts suitable to
I sl am

"There are also views that we don't need arts but this is a shallow
opi nion as human beings need good talents in whatever formand one of it is
using their hand and nmental skills," he said.

Dr Mahathir said it was very inportant for nuslins to prove that |slam
did not prevent them from appreciating beautiful itens derived fromefforts
based on |slanic teachings.

"If we don't appreciate it, it will disappear just |like that. Qur
nature and our world will be so enpty,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said Islamalso mould the lifestyle of nuslins whose life
are surrounded by beautiful things as was found on non-nuslins.

The difference is that, there were certain restrictions in Islam but



they were many matters which were not barred by |slamwhich they could
pursue, he said.

Dr Mahat hir thanked Al bukhary Foundation chaired by Syed Mkhtar
Al bukhary for financing the 130,000 sgq ft nuseum

It will be built on the higher plateau of the slopping terrain to

i rpose a nonunental presence fronting Jalan Lenbah Perdana. -- BERNAMVA
AFY/ AH TS
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