09 AUG 1997

RSC- AP SEEKS TO HELP 70 M LLI ON OF THE POOREST

SUNGAI PETANI, Aug 9 (Bernanm) -- The Regional Steering Conittee on the
Advancenent of Rural and |sland Wnen, Asia Pacific region (RSC-AP) has
called for a united effort to nobilise resources and technical assistance
to help about 70 million of the poorest in Asia

Its chairperson, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Ali, said this was the
greater challenge for RSC- AP by the year 2005.

"I hope RSC- AP nenbers could inplenment the mcro credit or mcro
finance programmes in their countries to help the poorest, she said at the
closing cerenony of the RSC-AP M cro-Fi nance Managenent Trai ni ng Wrkshop
here today.

About 50 |eaders from 16 Asia Pacific countries participated in the
ei ght - day wor kshop.

Dr Siti Hasmah said the RSC- AP secretariat in Malaysia was willing to
of fer further assistance by providing technical training programre and
ot her hel p.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir had on nunerous occasions
expressed his desire to see that Ml aysia shared whatever expertise and
experiences particularly on sccessful rural devel opment with other
countries in this region and in South-South cooperation, she said. --
BERNAMA
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