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RI A D PROCCEDURES | MPOSED ON PETROCHEM CAL | NDUSTRI ES

KUANTAN, March 17 (Bernana) -- Miltinational conpanies in the Gebeng
I ndustrial Estate here, which are involved in the chem cal and
petrochemni cal industries, have been consistently advised to conformw th
rigid the requirenents set by the Departnent of Environment (DOE)

Menteri Besar Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob said today strict precautionary
measures were inposed to ensure that the industries did not pose adverse
effects to the environment.

He was speaking at the opening of the WR Gace & Co Packagi ng and
Silica Plant here by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad in
conjunction with his two-day working visit to Pahang begi nni ng today.

The US$100 million (RM250 million) plant located on a 30.3ha site is a
| eading supplier of silica and construction materials.

The plant, which enploys 147 people, started production in July |ast
year with 80 per cent of its products exported.

Khal il said the Pahang gover nment had al ways wel comed foreign
i nvestnents, especially capital-intensive and high-technol ogy industries.

He said the state governnent viewed the operations of conpanies |ike
WR Gace as of significance particularly in boosting devel opnment in the
state.

"I am sure these conpanies fully understand the need to transfer the
skills needed to operate the hi-tech nmachines in their plants to |locals,"
he said.

In his speech, the chairman, president and chief executive officer of
WR Gace, Albert J. Costello, cited the Ml aysian governnent's
progressive econom ¢ devel opnent policies and the country's political
stability as the contributory factors which pronpted the conpany to |ocate
its new plant here.

"W anticipate continued strong growth in the region fromall our
busi nesses. The new Kuantan nanufacturing operation will allow us to neet
the growing demand for our Cryovac display films and Grace Davison silica
products in the Asia-Pacific Region," he added.
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