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Ri nggi t mani pul ati on anong topics to fire up Umo general assenbly

Ashraf Abdul I ah

IT may not be an el ection year, but the Umo general assenbly, which
starts today with the Youth and Wanita assenblies, will be just as
interesting for two reasons.

Firstly, the delegates to the Youth and Wanita assenblies will hear
mai den speeches fromtheir respective | eaders Datuk Ahmad Zahid Ham di and
Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man.

Secondly, the issues, which include the deliberate attacks on the
currency to underm ne the Ml aysi an econony, corruption and a revi ew of
the role of the nufti, are expected to be debated extensively.

Party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, his deputy Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahim Zahid and Siti Zaharah are al so expected to touch on these
i ssues whi ch have been pl aguing the country.

The del egates who are assigned by their respective nmovenents and State
liaison comrittees to debate the notion on the econony, are expected to
speak strongly on the deliberate attack on the Ml aysi an currency.

They are al so expected to call for greater patrioti smanong Ml aysian
mar ket players to help prop up the noney and share markets.

Last week, Dr Mahathir said the Governnment was aware that | ocal banks
and securities houses were al so invol ved through | ending shares in their
custody for a fee to the manipul at ors.

He said the shares did not change hands but nani pul ators could trade the
st ocks down by repeatedly selling themshort.

He warned that action woul d be taken agai nst those who sabot aged t he
econony, which included the revocation of |icences.

"W know who' s doi ng what. Peopl e who sabot age the econony nust be nade
to pay the price, especially those in the country,” Dr Mahat hir had said.

Al t hough, Dr Mahathir did not nention nanmes, it appears that sone
del egat es know exactly which institutions are invol ved.

"This is far fromwhat is expected from Mal aysians. In the long-term
when the econony is down and out, will these people gain anything?" asked
anot her observer.

Siti Zaharah and Zahid, a banker, are expected to speak strongly on this
issue in their first speeches as | eaders of their respective w ngs.

| ssues pertaining to nufti and fatwa are al so anong hot topics expected
to be debated

Dr Mahathir, upon his return fromhis two-nonth holiday in July, reacted
strongly agai nst the manner in which the Sel angor Islanmic Affairs
Depart ment detai ned three beauty contestants for going against a fatwa.

These actions led to various neasures and it was deci ded on Tuesday, at
a neeting between Dr Mahathir and State nufti, that nmatters pertaining to
fatwa should be referred to the National Fatwa Council to ensure
uni formty.

Dr Mahathir had repeatedly stressed that it was not the Governnent's
intention to curb the activities of nmufti, but certain procedures had to
be observed when issuing a fatwa.

Siti Zaharah and del egates to the Wanita assenbly are expected to touch
on these issues, especially on the possibility of wonen being represented
in the council.

Certain quarters had tal ked about the need to include wonen in the
council to ensure that decisions, especially on issues pertaining to
worren, were nade after listening to their views.



The issue of corruption, although appearing to have subsided, is again
expected to be brought up by del egates.

This is especially so as the Barisan Nasional had given a thunping
endorsenent to the Governnment's war agai nst corruption and decl ared t hat
the scourge should be fought w thout fear or favour

The 14-party ruling coalition unani nobusly agreed that those who accepted
gratuities in return for favours should be prosecuted, irrespective of
their status and political affiliation.

I n announcing the BN s deci sion on Aug 9, Dr Mahathir said gifts and
souvenirs received by BN politicians and government servants shoul d be
sent to the Finance Mnistry to be val ued.

"Action agai nst corruption should not be confined to Umo al one. It
shoul d involve all BN parties,"” said an observer.

He said the decision that gifts and souvenirs received by BN politicians
on official duty should be sent to the Finance Mnistry to be val ued, was
a step towards eradicating the disease.

The youth novenent is al so expected to nake a commitnent on corruption
with the belief that once the scourge is arrested at its level, the
problemw || be nminimsed when they take over as | eaders of the nation.

Sonme party observers say that del egates may even rai se the i ssue of
poi son pen |letters containing various all egati ons agai nst certain | eaders.

The youth nmovenent will debate three notions - a notion of thanks on the
| eader' s address, econony and entrepreneur devel opnent as well as one on
religion, society and educati on.

The novenent is expected to place greater enphasis on education, calling
for a Malay Agenda in private institutions of higher learning. It nmay even
suggest a special fund to help finance Malay students who are unable to
enter these institutions due to financial difficulties.

The wonen's wing will debate the notion of thanks on the | eader's
address, as well as a notion on the economy and one on religion.

It is expected to call for the greater participation of wonmen in nation-
bui I di ng.

The general assenbly will debate the notion of thanks on the
presidential address, a notion on religion as well as one on the econony.

In contrast to previous years, there is no notion on education this
year.
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