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Ri sing worl dwi de interest to nake MSC a reality

Har dev Kaur in London

LONDON, Sun: No other project initiated by Ml aysia has caught the

i magi nati on nor raised so nmuch di scussions and interest as the Miltinedia
Super Corridor (MSC).

The project was described as the "best and the bol dest” by the Wl sh
Devel opnent Agency chai rman Davi d Rowe- Beddoe. Anot her chi ef executive
of ficer said he was "extrenely envi ous of Ml aysia's Vision 2020" and a
German CEO said at the way Mal aysia is devel oping and forging ahead "in 10
years you have to give aid to Gernmany"

Mal aysia may not be in a position to give aid to Gernany in 10 years but
Mal aysia will certainly have progressed to a rmuch hi gher |evel of
devel opnent. An anal ysis by Caspian Securities says the "MsCis intended
to quadrupl e per capita GDP output, and in doing so, propel Malaysia into
t he OECD fol d.

"This will be done by creating a strong services industry that wll
steer the country away fromits |abour-intensive, |ow val ue-added
manuf act uri ng base and into the informati on age."

Wi | e the conventional manufacturing industries have hel ped Mal aysi a
move up fromits traditional agriculture and commodity-biased econony, the
added push and monmentum for further devel opment will conme fromthe
services and I nformati on Age industries.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad who has been relentless in
drumm ng up support for Ml aysia and spoken out on behal f of devel opi ng
countries, is now being adnired by | eaders of devel oped countries for
conceiving the MSC and what it will stand for.

The German president, for exanple, related what he had heard from Dr
Mahat hir during his recent visit to Malaysia to his countrynen at hone.
The wi despread interest was reflected in the attendance at the | nperial
Col I ege here and the quality of questions raised not only by the CEGCs of
Eur opean conpani es but the Ml aysian students as wel|.

"Everybody | meet from Hungary, Africa, Latin Anerica, all of them want
to know about the MSC. Sonme want to know how we coul d concei ve such an
idea,"” Dr Mahathir said at the end of his pronotional tour of the MSC
here.

Mal aysi ans are al so com ng out of the shadows of their counterparts in
t he devel oped countries and are denonstrating their abilities in various
fields including IT. Wrld-class projects in IT are being encouraged into
the MSC and one such project, with wide applications, was announced.

A plan to manufacture the world's first "e-pass wallet PC' within the
MSC, for exanple, was unveiled. The nenorandum of understanding for the e-
pass was signed between Ml aysi an conpany TL Technol ogy, E-pass
I nternational of London, a subsidiary of Xanadu plc, and Iris Securities.

The wallet PC or e-pass is a credit card-sized conputer, small enough to
fit into a wallet, which conbines virtually limtless range of functions,
such as credit cards, cashl ess paynents, nenbership cards, access contro
and passport and vital health and personal data - all available via
buttons and a display screen.

Intime to cone, citizens of the Wirld Century will be carrying the e-
pass from Ml aysia in their wallets.

Many or gani sations and proni nent individuals around the world have
expressed interest in the e-pass, including Mcrosoft president Bill Gates
who predicts that the wallet PCw Il begin to appear in a year's tine.



Gates told a conference in Los Angel es | ast Novenber that, "A wallet PC
will be a pocket-sized conputer with a snaphost-size col our screen that
you will use instead for nuch of what you may carry around wi th you today
- noney and itens that authenticate who you are, such as keys,
identification, credit cards and tickets of various kinds, as well as
itenms that provide you with nobile information and comuni cati ons, such as
a watch, newspapers or other reading material, address and appoi nt ment
books, photographs, cal cul ator, portable tel ephone and pager.”

The MSC, a test bed for the world such as no other, will provide
opportunities for know edge workers and I T conpanies to try out new
research unhi ndered. They will also be able to test their findings and
apply them anywhere worl dwi de. Malaysia's gift tothe world is its
findings and its space is avail able to anyone from anywhere.

While the MSCis the first of its kind in the world and npost of the
t hi ngs being planned for it have not been tried, Caspian Securities is

confident it "will succeed". It points out that Ml aysia has "an
i mpressive" record of proven successes of projects. The track record of
Gover nnent - sponsored projects shows success after success," it added.

Anong the successful Ml aysian projects listed are: Proton, which
devel oped the national car; North-South Expressway; Measat; KL
International Airport, and the devel opnment of Langkaw .

Anong the other reasons for its confidence in the MSC are:

* The infrastructure, incentives and Governnent support will make the
MSC one of the npbst attractive |locations, worldw de, for high-tech
conmpanies to |l ocate

* The new stock exchange, Mesdaq, will allow smaller conpanies with no
track record of profitability to raise capital and expand their
operations. The ability to raise capital in Ml aysia for ventures in the
mul timedia/l T business will secure the longer termfuture of the Corridor;

* |n setting up a new governnent hub in Putrajaya, the Government will
be the biggest user of ITin the M5C and will provide enornous narket for
| T conpanies located in the MG,

* The CGovernnent's comritment to the MSC is enbodied in the 10-point
Bill of Guarantees; and

* The MSC has al ready received the endorsenment of sone of the world's
leading I T CEGCs. Bill Gates of Mrcosoft, Louis Gerstner of IBM Larry
Ellison of Oracle and Dr Lars Rangvi st of Ericsson are anong those on the
I nternational Advisory Panel chaired by Dr Mahathir and some of them have
al so conmitted their conpanies to involvenent in the MSC

Undoubtedly for a project of this nature, which will break new ground,
there are a nunber of unknown factors. Dr Mahat hir acknow edged thi s,
adding that this is precisely the reason why the 750 sq kmtest bed area
is being created within the 15km and 50km corri dor

Various | aws are being | ooked into including Cyberlaws which will be
promul gat ed and anended to cater to the changi ng needs of the tine.

An anal yst pointed out that the project will succeed because Dr Mahathir
is unlikely to stop challenging his countrymen and now the rest of the
world. He has fired the imagination of the IT CECs and they are excited
about the project and have sonewhere to go to test their "ideas" wthout
worryi ng about hurdl es and obstacl es and nunerous other restrictions.

The country's "Nunber One Sal esman”, who described hinself as "a
pusher", is unlikely to stop or be satisfied with the achi evenents thus
far. He may be on | eave for a about two nonths but he is unlikely to stop
wor ki ng and pronoting the country and t he MSC.

( END)
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