12/ 08/ 1997
Ri ver authority to hel p keep our waterways cl ean

Radzi Sapi ee

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The Governnment will set up a national river authority
to oversee cl eani ng, nmai ntenance and beautification, and pronote

agrotouri smof waterways throughout the nation.

Agriculture Mnister Datuk Amar Dr Sul ai man Daud said the river
authority, like those operating in devel oped countries such as Britain,
woul d hel p the respective State Governnments fully utilise their rivers
whi | e keeping pol lution at bay.

"Qur waterways are still under-utilised. | have been asked by the Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbohanmad to find ways to realise the
potential of our rivers," he told the New Straits Ti mes today.

He said he had already directed the Drainage and Irrigation Departnent
to prepare proposals for the setting up of the river authority and the
functions it woul d undert ake.

The matter, he said, would be discussed in depth at a neeting with Dr
Mahat hi r on Wednesday.

"Dr Mahathir hinself has suggested a few ideas |ike building | ocks for
smal | waterways to make it navigabl e such as at London's Canden Locks," Dr
Sul ai man sai d.

The Canden Locks are part of a series of |ocks designed to maintain a
certain depth to make the canal in north London navi gable by small and
medi um si zed boat s.

The | ocks can be operated by boat operators to allow them snooth passage
t hrough the nore than 10km of canals that is one of the popul ar touri st
attractions in the British capital.

Dr Sul ai man sai d anong the suggesti ons was to have orchards or plant
crops like maize along river banks as agrotourismattractions.

He said the Mnistry was al so | ooking into devel opnents such as
restaurants along river banks, such as along Thailand's Chao Praya river,
as part of the efforts to utilise the nation's waterways.

He cited the Sel angor, Pahang, Perak and Sarawak rivers as the waterways
with the nost potential for such devel opnments and thus anong the river
authority's initial targets.

In 1995, it was reported that Ml aysia was still far behind sone
countries in ternms of river maintenance and still in the "very initial
stage" of adopting a systematic and integrated effort to do so.

DID (river division) director Ahmad Fuad Enbi said apart fromfl ood
prevention programmes, there was no ot her integrated nmanagenment progranmes
for rivers.

He said there was a lot to be done on the nation's waterways such as
bei ng done in devel oped countries |ike Japan and Britain.

Britain, Ahnmad Fuad said, had fornmed a national river authority and had
adopted eight strategies to maintain and | ook after its rivers.

These are catchment managenent plan, pollution control nanagenent,
abstraction and water resources control, fisheries managenent, nonitoring
programre, flood defence activities, conservation of rivers programre and
navi gati onal control
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