25/ 06/ 1997
RMLOmin ill-gotten gains confiscated (HL)

R V. Veera

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Police have seized nore than RMLO million in assets
i n Johor, Penang, Kel antan, Sel angor and here, belonging to some of the 25
suspected traffickers arrested recently.

It has been described as the biggest ever seizure of ill-gotten gains
fromdadah trafficking

Bet ween June 1 and 14, Federal and State police carried out a series of
operations to round up the suspected traffickers and seized the assets
under the Dangerous Drugs (Forfeiture of Property) Act 1988.

The Act allows the police to confiscate noney, jewellery, vehicles,
share certificates, bonds, and property, believed to have been bought from
t he sal e of dadah

Police have also noved to freeze the bank accounts of the traffickers.

Top Federal police officials are elated with the success of the joint
Federal -State police swoop on the traffickers, as the forfeiture in
assets, so far, represents about 19 per cent of the RVb4 mllion
confiscated from dadah barons and peddl ars since 1988.

"This is just the begi nning. The next couple of weeks will see nore
sei zures," said a top Federal police source

The source, who requested anonynmity, said the assets seized were only
fromabout half of the 25 traffickers arrested in the recent operation.

"Can you i nmagi ne what the total value of their ill-gotten gains will be
once we are through with all of then®"

The RMLO million is from 10 posh cars, five houses and apartnents, and
cash and val uabl es worth hundreds of thousands of ringgit.

Since 1988 and up to February this year, police have seized the ill-
gotten gains of dadah traffickers which include 20 houses, 19.13ha of
| and, vehicles, jewellery and cash. Total value: Rvb4 mllion.

Last Friday, the reported the police success in rounding up the
traffickers. After nonths of undercover operations, the |ink between dadah
suppliers and ni ghtspot operators in the Klang Vall ey was exposed.

The 14-day operation also saw the sei zure of 302kg of ganja, 17kg of
heroi n and 88kg of raw opi um

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who is also the Hone
M ni ster, had ordered police to crackdown on the ni ghtspots which had been
used by traffickers to peddl e their dadah.

Fourteen of the 25 suspects - active in supplying heroin, raw opium
ganja and Ecstasy pills to entertai nment outlets in the Klang Valley - had
pointed their finger at a director and a manager of two discotheques in
Cheras and Danansara Jaya respectively, as being the "dadah barons", who
called the shots in big-tinme |ocal and international dadah trafficking

Pol i ce investigations have reveal ed that the two men were dubbed
"barons" because they dealt in large quantities of dadah, using
establ i shed pushers to mingle with patrons of their entertai nment outlets
to distribute the dadah, including Ecstasy pills.

Bot h nen, who operate two of the nbst popul ar nightspots in the Klang
Val | ey, are bei ng detai ned under the Dangerous Drugs (Special Preventive
Measures) Act 1985.

They have to serve a mininmumof two years at a maxi num security prison
with the possibility of renewal if they do not repent.

The remaining traffickers woul d be charged under section 39B and 39A of
t he Dangerous Drugs Act 1952, which carries the death penalty and life



i nprisonnent, respectively, if convicted.
( END)
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