28/ 11/ 1997
RMLOmrelief supplies for North Korea

Shahr um Sayut hi

KLANG Thurs. - The relief supplies to be shipped by the Social Action
Initiative-Relief and Mercy Conmittee for the fam ne-stricken people of
North Korea will not burden the country's efforts in dealing with the
current econoni c probl ens.

The conmmittee's co-ordinator, Datuk J. Jagadeesan, said today the goods
whi ch nade up the relief effort were either purchased or produced |ocally.
The conmittee, set up by the Sri Sathya Sai Organisation of the Far East,
estimates the value of the relief supply at RMLO million.

Jagadeesan sai d the wei ght of the goods was 7,000 tonnes, according to
West port Mal aysia's figure.

This figure far exceeded the initial target of 3,000 tonnes, which he
said reflected the generosity of Ml aysians.

"This is an exanpl e of Ml aysi ans' acceptance of the concept " prosper
t hy nei ghbour' as expounded by our Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamed. "

Jagadeesan was speaking to reporters before inspecting the | oadi ng of
t he goods prior to shipnment, schedul ed for Saturday.

The North Korean ship MW Myohyang whi ch docked | ast Monday in Port
Klang, will carry the shipnment of food, blankets, clothing and nedicine
and is expected to arrive in North Korea in 11 days.

Jagadeesan expressed his gratitude to Westport which waived all dock
charges, wharfage and stevedore charges incurred by the North Korean
vessel which could have anpbunted to RML10, 000.

He added that he would | ead a ni ne-nmenber teamto North Korea on Dec 18
to conduct a nine-day nonitoring mssion for the relief distribution.

Nort h Korean ambassador KimJin Ok, who was present, thanked Mal aysi ans
for their contribution and expressed his confidence that such goodwi I |
shoul d serve as a boost in the enhancenent of ties between the two
countri es.

Al so present at the port were SSSO president Cheah Won Kwong and
representatives of major contributors anobng whomwas U ti mate Way Sdn Bhd
operations director Richard Leong.
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