17/ 09/ 1997
RVbb fibre-optic MSC tel econs ready on tinme

Desnond Ngi am

TELEKOM Mal aysi a Bhd, responsible for providing a conprehensi ve RVb
billion tel ecomuni cation infrastructure for the Multi medi a Super Corridor
by June, will neet the deadline "no matter what", said Tel ekom M5C/ Mega
proj ect general manager Mhd Tai b Hassan.

He said the current | ocal scenario of nega projects being delayed in the
m dst of a weak currency "will not have a serious inpact” on Tel ekonis
activities in laying the required tel ecomrunication infrastructure for the
MSC.

The fibre-optic tel ecommunication systemwas the catalyst to attract MsSC
partici pation, he added.

Taib said the "contracts and purchases" related to the MSC
t el ecommuni cation project were nostly quoted in ringgit or otherw se had
been previously secured before the currency depreci at ed.

Tai b was speaki ng yesterday after providing an update on Tel ekom s MSC
project at the Miultinmedia Asia '97 conference and exhibition held at The
M nes Resort City.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad was present to | aunch the
t hree-day exhi bi ti on cum conference.

Meanwhi | e, Mul timedi a Devel oprment Corporation (M Sdn Bhd chi ef
executive officer Dr Mohd Arif Nun said they had to date received 119
applications fromconpani es for MC st at us.

O the total, 44 have been approved and 60 are still being processed, he
added.

Contrary to popul ar belief, the MDC had "not been overwhel ned by foreign
appl i cations" and Ml aysi an conpani es were now confident in participating
in the MSC, Mohd Arif said.

Mal aysi an conpani es made up 31.3 per cent of the total applications
recei ved, he added, with joint ventures between foreign and Ml aysi an
compani es maki ng up 27.7 per cent.
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