26 MAR 1997
RM720- M LLI ON KL MONORAI L SYSTEM SUPPLY CONTRACT SI GNED

By: Syed Jam | Jaafar

TOKYO, March 26 (Bernama) -- A RW20-mllion contract for the supply of
a nonorail system and its related equipnment and services was signed here
today between KL PRT Sdn Bhd and three Japanese conpanies -- Itochu
Cor poration, Toyo Engineering Corporation and Hitachi Ltd.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, here on a four-day
official visit, witnessed the signing cerenony at the Inperial Hotel

Signing on behalf of KL PRT were its chairman, Datuk Kamaruddin Jaafar,
director Tan Sri Vincent Tan and nanagi ng director David Chew.

The Japanese consortium was represented by Itochu executive vice
presi dent Takashi Yamanmura, Toyo Engi neering president and CEO Morio Sonoda
and seni or executive nmanaging director of Htachi, Kunio Hanmada

KL PRT Sdn Bhd is building a 16km |l ong el evated inner city nonorail
system cal l ed PRT or Peopl e-Mver Rapid Transit in traffic-congested Kual a
Lumpur. The monorail system will conplenent the services of the two Light
Rail Transit (LRT) systens being undertaken by the conpanies, STAR and
PUTRA, as well as the electric conmuter train service by KTM Konuter.

KL PRT said in a statenment the conpany signed a RML.9 billion
privatisation agreenent with the Ml aysian governnment on COct 29, 1996 to
construct, operate and nmaintain the PRT system for a concession period of
30 years.

The PRT systemis based on the latest version of the Tokyo Monorail
Series 1000 train, technically enhanced and inproved to suit Kuala Lunpur
requi renents.

A straddle nonorail, the PRT will be manufactured using non-toxic and
highly fire resistant materials in accordance with international standards.
The statenent said the train would consist of four cars, permanently
coupled pairs formng a train of two front and end cars and two

i ntermedi ate cars.

The height of the train is 4.51 nmetres, its width three netres, its
wei ght 102 tons and its total length 63.5 netres.

The train will be designed and supplied by Hitachi Ltd while Toyo
Engi neering will be responsible for the installation works. The operation
and mai ntenance will be supported by Itochu

KL PRT Sdn Bhd is a 51-percent bum putera-owned conpany with its
sharehol ders comprising KL LinearCity Sdn Bhd (63 percent) and KL Monorai
Concessionaire Sdn Bhd (37 percent).

The PRT system will operate 14 nonorail trains serving 21 stations from
Jal an Tun Razak to Kanpung Pasir in Jalan Kelang Lama through Bukit
Bi ntang, Brickfields and Taman Desa.

The first 8-km section from Jalan Tun Razak (Pekeliling Bus station) to
Brickfields is scheduled to be conpleted by end of 1998 and Section 2 from
Brickfields to Kanmpung Pasir by end of 1999.

The PRT system can handl e 18,000 passengers per hour with 630
passengers per train operating at up to two mnutes headway between trains.
The service will be from6 a.m to mdnight. -- BERNAMVA
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