18/ 11/ 1997
RM793m Budget unveil ed for 1998

reports on "Pahang State Assenbly" by Azran Aziz
THE Pahang CGovernnent yesterday unveil ed a Budget of RWM/93.48 nillion for
next year, which is RM63.72 million or 8.73 per cent nore than this year's
Budget .

Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mohd Khalil Yaakob, when tabling the State Supply
(1998) Enactnent, said the increase was noderate and in line with the
present econom ¢ situation

Khalil said there would be a surplus of RM.2 million in next year's
Budget conpared with RML.21 million this year.

Revenue is projected at RVb10.99 million agai nst expenditure of RMB08. 79
mllion.

"As the State still depends on traditional sources of revenue such as
| and and forest, prudence is needed," he said.
Khalil said the State Governnment would strive for a bal anced Budget and

a bal anced devel opnent anmong all the districts.

O the RW93.48 mllion, the infrastructure/industrial sector wll
receive the bulk of the allocation (RVB03.6 mllion) followed by the
al l ocation for social work (RV66.21 nillion), religious activities
(RVMB9.22 million), administration (RML5.37 million), agriculture (RML7. 14
m llion) and entrepreneurship (RML1.09 mllion).

"W will continue to focus on rural devel opnent. At the sane tinme, we
wi Il strengthen our social and religious agenda," Khalil said.

He said the State's economic growh for next year was expected to be
seven per cent, down 0.9 per cent fromthis year.

"However, the value of Gross Donestic Product is expected to soar from
RM7. 07 billion this year to RM7. 572 billion next year," he said.

He said the manufacturing sector was expected to record a 13.9 per cent
growt h next year, down 2.1 per cent fromthis year

"Industrial areas that have been devel oped now accommpdat e 584
manuf act uri ng projects, which have a conbi ned i nvest ment of RML2. 47
billion and have created 38, 330 j obs.

"Projects with investnents totalling RM6.5 billion are being
negoti ated, " he said.
Khal il said greater enphasis would be given to the tourismsector.

"Asumof RMA.3 million will be set aside for pronotional programes of
our tourismproducts. This year, only RML million was allocated for this
pur pose, " he said.

Khal il al so expressed confidence that Ml aysia' s econony woul d soon
recover under the | eadership of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohared.

"The State Governnent will support efforts by the Federal Governnent to
get the people to be actively involved in checking attenpts nade to weaken
the econony of the country," he added.
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