08/ 12/ 1997

RMAF show mar ks cl ose of menorabl e six days

THE fourth Langkawi International Maritinme and Aerospace exhibition,
descri bed as a success by its creator, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad,
came to a close today with a final aerial display by the Royal Ml aysi an
Air Force's aerobatic teans.

Bef ore the exhibition ended, the RVAF' s FA/ 18Ds, M G 29s and Hawks
joined the United Kingdom s Royal Air Force Aerobatic Team the Red
Arrows, the Benson and Hedges Col den Dreans Aerobatic team an F-16 and
CSH 2 Rooi val k attack helicopter for the final display watched by
t housands of people in and outside the exhibition area.

The si x-day exhi bition was opened to the public on the | ast two days.
It saw a total of 11 nenoranduns of understandi ng signed and seven
agr eenment s concl uded.

Dr Mahathir held a closing Press conference at the Mahsuri Internationa
Exhi bition Centre where the exhibition for the aerospace segnent was hel d.
Al so present at the Press Conference were Defence M nister Datuk Seri
Syed Hami d Al bar and Le Proton Lina executive chairnman, Datuk Radzi Manan

In detailing Lima '97's success, Dr Mahathir said the aerospace segnent
was wel |l received but the npst outstandi ng success was at the nmaritine
segnent, put together by Huswah Exhi bition Sdn Bhd.

The Prime M nister was here throughout the week visiting booths at both
segnents. The maritinme segment was held at the new y-opened Star Cruise
Jetty at Tanjung Ml ai .

Dr Mahathir had al so taken part in a sailing conpetition - the Ml aysia
Chal | enge - yesterday, organised for the first time to coincide with Lina
' 97.

In the celebrity conpetition, Dr Mahat hir came out second, beaten only
by Huswah's chief, Tan Sri Abdul Wahab Naw .

Anong the dignitaries who visited the exhibition were the Sultan of
Brunei, Ghanai an president Jerry Rawl i ngs, South African Defence M nister
Joe Modi se and South Africa' s Public Enterprises Mnister S.M Sigcau.
Several Rulers and four chiefs of defence forces also visited the
exhi bi tion.

Asked about Lima '97, Dr Mahathir said: "I feel good about it. Wat we
need to do is to inprove on our performance for the next one, whether it
is at the aerospace or maritinme sections.”

Asked whether Lima '99 would be held el sewhere, Dr Mahathir said: "No.
Lima is for Langkaw, not anywhere el se.”

On the menoranduns of understanding signed at Lima '97, he said it
nostly concerned joint ventures and transfer of technol ogy invol ving
Mal aysi an conpani es.

Asked whet her Linma' 97 was nore encouragi ng than the previous Lim, Dr
Mahat hir sai d the nunber of participants was quite good and there were
very substantial projects for co-operation between the | ocal and foreign
conpani es.

On his expectation for the next Lina, the Prine Mnister said he
expected it to be bigger with a greater nunber of participants.

"I'n fact, there has been a request to |l engthen the tinme although we have
al ready extended this year's Lina by one day.

"I doubt we can extend the tinme any nore. But, we will see what we can
do. "

Dr Mahathir said sone of conpanies which participated in this year's



Li ma had given their verbal confirmation to return for Lima '99.

"Si xty per cent of the conpani es have given their verbal confirmation
and sone of the conpanies want Linma to be bigger in 1999," he added.

On the future of the aerospace industry, Dr Mahathir said the future was
very bright.

"Alot of conpanies which are keen to work with us. W are al ready
producing two aircraft. The third one is Lancair, which we will be
produci ng soon.

"I'f you ook at Lima '91, when we first started, we had no aircraft or
aer ospace i ndustry.

"Today, we are not only producing aircraft but also a | ot of conponents.
I think the air show has hel ped the progress of the aerospace industry in
Mal aysi a. "

About 21,000 trade visitors and 87,000 public visitors attended this
year's Lim

Sone 80 aircraft participated in the static display while 16 took part
in the aerial display in the aerospace exhibition

The maritinme division saw participation by 36 warships, four submari nes,
si x pl easure boats and 10 fast boats.
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