22 AUG 1997

ROBIN COOK TO VI SIT MALAYSI A

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 22 (Bernamm) -- British Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs Robin Cook will be making a two-day visit
to Mal aysia starting Aug 27.

A British H gh Conmission statenment here today said Cook was schedul ed
to call on Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir Mhamad and Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

He will hold talks with Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad
Badawi .

Cook will also performthe ground-breaking of the British Ml aysian
Institute conplex together with Entrepreneur Devel opnent M nister Datuk
Must apa Mohaned and address a function organised by the Institute of
Di pl omacy and Forei gn Rel ati ons.

After Malaysia, he will visit Indonesia, the Philippines and Singapore.
"In his neetings with mnisters in each country, the Secretary of State
will set out the British Governnent's foreign policy priorities which

i nclude a deepening of its relations across Asia and ensuring respect for
human rights," the statenent said.

It also quoted Cook as saying that he intended to use his visit to give
new inpetus to Britain's relationship with its Southeast Asian partners.

He al so said the regional grouping, Asean had made extraordinary
progress in the last 30 years and it was now established as a significant
gl obal player in both economic and political terns. -- BERNAMVA
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