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Rol e of First Ladies in eradicating poverty

Marina Tan

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - First Ladies in the Asia-Pacific have the potenti al
to play a greater role in eradicating poverty, especially anong the
region's rural wonen, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali said tonight.

Dr Siti Hasmah, the chairman of the Regi onal Steering Conmittee for the
Econom ¢ Advancenent of Rural and Island Wonen in the Asia-Pacific, said
the RSC-AP' s first neeting, beginning tonorrow, would give themthe
confidence and insight to further devel op poverty eradication efforts in
their own countries.

"In fact, in earlier discussions with First Ladi es of nenber countries,
we found that many of them al ready have projects offering small-scal e
| oans, resenbling mcro-credit programres.

"The nmeeting will allowus to reinforce these efforts by conpiling a
report of countries which do not have micro-credit institutions and which
have institutions with aspects that need i nprovenent," she said.

Dr Siti Hasnmah, who is also the wife of Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohanmad, said this to reporters after attending a dinner for the
participants and the First Ladi es of the nember countries at Hotel N kko.

The di nner was hosted by National Unity and Soci al Devel opnent M ni ster
Dati n Paduka Zal eha Ismail, whose nministry currently houses the RSC AP
Secretari at.

Mal aysia is hosting the comittee's first neeting fromtonorrowto
Thur sday.

Thened "Eradi cati on of Poverty Through Mcro Credit Programes for Poor
Rural Wonen", the neeting is al so ained at increasing awareness and
comm tnment to the programe which provi des adequate financing for them

Dr Siti Hasmah said RSC- AP was not confined to First Ladies by virtue of
their position, adding that it was nore inportant to have active
participation of high-ranking wonen in eradicating poverty.

This, she said, was seen fromthe fact that the First Ladies of severa
menber countries had sent envoys to the neeting.

The managi ng director of Bangl adesh's G aneen Bank, Prof Mihamuad Yunus,
said the First Ladies had the "noral responsibility” and potential to
i nfluence policies towards eradi cati ng poverty, which mainly affected
worren.
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