30/ 06/ 1997
Rousi ng orchestral show

M chel | e Shear es

THEY deserved the rousing appl ause and the shouts of "Bravo!" they
received at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre | ast night, performng in the
si ngl e I anguage understood by all - good nusic.

The Asian Youth Orchestra (AYO, belying the mere three week rehearsa
period whi ch was sponsored by the Ml aysi an Youth O chestra Foundati on
(MYOF), put up a brilliant performance, the |ikes of which has not been
heard in Mal aysia for sone tinme now.

Attended by Acting Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar lbrahim his wfe
Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah, MYCF patron Datin Seri Siti Hasmah, and MYOF
chai rman, Encik Mrzan Mahathir plus the tal ented guest perfornmer, cellist
Yo Yo Ma truly made it an "Evening of Stars".

In her speech, Siti Hasmah, who flew 12 | ong hours and 12,000 kmto
wi tness the gala perfornmance in Mal aysia, urged Asian and Ml aysi an
conposers and nusicians to strive to find new ways of comunicati ng
t hrough their own nusic. "After all, as Asia rises, so too will her
musi c. The diversity and multi-culturalismin Asia will be a major
chal | enge and contributor to reinvigorate a greater appreciation and | ove
for orchestra nusic," she said.

"I'n pursuing econoni ¢ devel opnment and material achi evenents, we nmust not
forget the cultural and social dinensions of our youth which are essenti al
for a bal anced devel opnent of this nation. Children are gifts from God,
even as our youths are the precious "heirs" of the nation," she continued.

Drawi ng attention to the Petronas Phil harnonic Hall, which will be ready
by next year, Siti Hasmah said she hoped in years to conme that the MYOF
will be equally active in pronoting, comr ssioning and prem ering | ocal
wor ks for our very own orchestra perfornming in other class concert halls.

"This is an aspiration very dear to ny heart. This is a special
initiative for our youth," she said.

Mrzan told invited di nner guests that an orchestra is the enbodi ment of
di scipline, concentration, teamwork and the search for excell ence.

"The Mal aysi an Youth Orchestra Foundati on was created with the future
in mnd. W want to create a conduci ve environnent for the appreciation
and devel opnent of orchestra music particularly anong our young," he said.

"Qur long termaimis to build up an orchestra nade up of Ml aysi ans. W
want to encourage those with talent in particular instrunents to nmaster
them W want to expose our buddi ng nusically-inclined youth to the many
and varied instrunents that one can take up by providing support financial
or ot herw se.

A good start and surely what nust be an inspiration to others were the
five particularly tal ented Mal aysi an youth, Tan Poh Joo (on the cello), Lo
Mei Yoke (on the violin), Chan Lai Kheng, (violin), Eric Lee Yin Fah
(trombone) and Ong Lin Fern (viola).

Chosen from anong 1500 youth all over Asia, the five certainly did their
country proud | ast night.
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