28 APR 1997
Mbhaned- Terrori st
RTM ASKED TO LABEL TERRORI STS ACCORDI NG TO THEI R RELI G ON

KUALA LUMPUR, April 28 (Bernanma) -- Radio and Tel evi syen Ml aysia (RTM
has been asked to speedily label terrorists according to their religion
when referring to terrorism perpetrated by non-Mislins.

Informati on M nister Datuk Mhanmed Rahmat said today it was appropriate
for the Ml aysian nmedia and that of other Islamc countries to identify
terrorists by their religion because the Wstern nedia was fond of
describing Muslinms who commtted terrorism as Mislim terrorists.

"We nust show to the world that non-Mislins also conmitted terrorism
and for instance if terrorismwas comrmitted by Christians, we will have to
say Christian terrorists,” he told reporters after talks with the CGeneral
Secretary of the Secretariat of Foreign Relations and I|nternational
Corporation of Libya Dr Salem |.Salem at his office here today.

Mohamed said this when commenting on the proposal by Prine Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad that the nmedia in Islamic countries should
refer to terrorists based on their religion such as "Christian terrorists”
or "Catholic terrorists".

Mohaned said the Western nedia used the term "Muslimterrorists" as it
had a m sconception about Islam and also to portray that every act of
terrorismin their country was done by Muislins.

He said the Prinme Mnister's proposal when opening the international
synmposi um on "lIslanmic Wrld and d obal Cooperation" on Friday was tinely
and appropriate.

Citing the terrorismin Rwanda as an exanple, Mhaned said the Islamc
Medi a should refer to the terrorists there as Christian terrorists as the
majority of its population was Christian so that the world would know that
non- Muslins were also committing terrorism

On the nedia's role in upholding the teachings of Islam and the
sovereignty of the followers of the religion of Alah at global [evel,
Moharmed said RTM had | ast week signed an agreenment with the M ddl e East
Broadcasting Corporation (MBC), a satellite broadcasting conpany for
Eur opean countries for the supply of programmes in the form of
docunentaries and entertai nnent programes touching on the daily lives of
Musl i ms.

Mohanmed said the progranmes supplied to RTM woul d be dubbed. The MBC
progranmes were in Arabic and Engli sh.

Apart from that RTM through its Voice of Ml aysia network fromthis
year would add two nore hours to the "Suara |slam' programe bringing it to
four hours daily.

The progranmme in Malay and English was in response to the feedback
received from listeners including those from lIndia and Sri Lanka.

Mohamed al so said the nmeeting of Information Mnisters fromthe
Organisation of Islam c Conference (O C) had agreed to have a television
netwwork to be called "Islam Vision" to counter the propaganda agai nst
Islam by the Western countri es.

Mal aysi a had appealed to the OC Secretariat to speed up the
i mpl enentation of the network and expressed its readiness to supply new
programes on |slam

On his talks with Salem |. Salem Mhanmed, who is also Barisan Nasional
Secretary-Ceneral (BN),said they discussed cooperation between the BN and
the Libyan political party.

"This was in line with the aspiration of the BN to have links with all



ruling political parties in the world irrespective of their systems or
i deol ogy, " he said.

Sal em al so invited Mohaned to visit Libya. -- BERNAMA
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