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Mandel a- Vi si t
S. AFRI CA, MALAYSIA TO SIGN MORE PACTS TO BOOST ECONOM C TI ES

By E. Sivabal an

KUALA LUVMPUR, Feb 28 (Bernamm) -- South Africa and Malaysia will sign a
nunber of agreements during President Nelson Mandela's five-day visit to
Mal aysi a next week, ained at strengthening bilateral ties and economc
cooperation.

South African Hi gh Conm ssioner Miite E.Mhale however declined to say
what the pacts would be but it was understood that tourism and air trave
woul d be anobng them

Describing the visit from March 6-10 as | ong-overdue, she said it would
be Mandela's first visit to Ml aysia since becomng the republic's head of
state. Apart from Malaysia, Mandela will also visit Singapore, the
Phi | i ppi nes and Brunei

He was originally scheduled to come here |last Cctober, but the trip was
post poned following a mnor knee surgery. Mandela nmade two trips to
Mal aysia in 1993, a year before the all-party South African el ection on
April 27, 1994.

Mandel a, 78, underwent surgery |ast Septenber to repair danmage to his
knee suffered during his 27 years in prison on charges of trying to
overthrow the country's forner white governnent. He was rel eased from
prison in 1990.

Mohal e said Mandel a woul d be acconpani ed by a 90-nenber trade and
senior officials delegation, including two ministers

"Certainly, President Mandela is not coming to Malaysia to normalise
relations but to strengthen the |ong-standing, friendly and warm
relationship,” she told Bernama in an interview here today.

Mohal e said although there still exists a nunber of outstanding issues
that needed to be ironed out such as the double taxation agreenent and the
republic's corporate tax structure, she said the "friendly l|ine of
conmuni cation" between the two countries had allowed for these matters to
be settled am cably.

Besides holding talks with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, Mandela is scheduled to address a forum at the Institute of
Di pl omacy and Foreign Relations here.

Total trade between Ml aysia and South Africa anpbunted to RVB83 million
in 1995 with South African exports to Ml aysia al nbst doubling to RVB88
mllion.

Mal aysi a established dilpormatic relations with South Africa in Novenber
1993 after the dismantling of apartheid and had been supportive of the
national unity governnent of Mndel a.

Dr Mahathir and Mandel a have forged close personal ties. The Prine
M ni ster nmade an unofficial stop-over in South Africa in 1992 and his first
official visit was in August 1995.

Mohal e said during his visit here, Mandela would highlight areas or
potentials in South Africa that could be tapped by Ml aysian investors such
as in property devel opnent, privatisation and corporatisation projects and
tourism

On property devel opnent, she said investors could build nore five-star
hotels which are needed followi ng the upsurge of tourist arrivals to the
republic in the |last few years

Low cost housing was al so one area where foreign help was needed, she
sai d.

Mohal e said her government had al so enbarked on plans to privatise a



nunber of state-owned assets and conpani es.

On education, she said the South African government hoped to have an
understanding with Mara to enable Ml aysians students to persue their
studies in the republic in certain fields |ike nedicine. --BERNAMA
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