16/ 06/ 1997
Sabah political culture must change (HL)

Ram an Sai d

SANDAKAN, Sun. - The CGovernnent is determ ned to change the "old cul ture”
of Sabah politics, even at the risk of facing defection by its State

| eaders.

"The CGovernment is prepared to face this risk,"” acting Prine Mnister
Dat uk Seri Anwar | brahimsaid today, "in our determ nation to conbat
graft, irregularities and abuse of power anong | eaders."

He said the strong Government stance was to convey a clear signal to
such | eaders not to assune that because of their i mense popularity, they
could threaten the Governnent if action was to be taken agai nst them

"I'n fact, we are confident and we believe that we can nuster enough
popul ar support if we continue with this kind of action," he told a Press
conference after neeting the Sabah Umo |iaison comittee at Renai ssance
Hot el

Al so present were comittee chairman Dat uk Osu Sukam deputy chairman
Dat uk Abdul Ghapur Salleh and other party | eaders.

Anwar earlier held a working lunch with the State Cabinet Mnisters
bef ore opening the Li baran Umo divisional neeting at the Sandakan
Conmunity Hall.

He was al so asked to el aborate on his hard-hitting speech on corruption
at the Libaran Umo divisional neeting earlier and whether he conveyed the
same nmessage to the State Government and State Ummo | eaders in the two

nmeet i ngs.
Anwar said: "l enphasised the need to fight corruption...the time of
giving warnings are over. Nowis the tine to take action. So, | asked for

co-operation fromthe State Governnent and the party."

Anwar said he noticed several weaknessess (in the State CGovernnent
machi nery) and had directed that steps be taken to correct them

The State Governnent's nmandate, he added, was to hel p the people, nany
of whomwere still poor.

"Fi nanci al regul ations and awardi ng of contracts' procedures nust be
adhered to fully,"” he said. "The State Governnent has given its assurance
on this.”

"We do not want the previous political culture in Sabah where its
| eaders accunul ated wealth while the interest of the people was
negl ected,"” he said. "W nust ensure this is not repeated.”

Anwar said a radical change in attitude was needed where | eaders
di scharged their responsibilities, failing which the Government night |ose
popul ar support.

When asked whether his call for the Sabah people to support the
CGovernnent's action against corruption was an indication that action
agai nst sone Sabah | eaders were immnent, he said it was nore of a genera
appeal to the public, who he felt had expressed their support.

"Whet her action will be taken," he said, "this will be decided by the
Anti-Corruption Agency and t he Attorney-General ."

Earlier, when addressing a | arge gathering at the Libaran divi sional
nmeeting, Anwar said Umo's entry into Sabah was to chanpi on the people's
cause and not enrich a few | eaders.

"That is why we do not want people to nonopolise all the big projects
for thensel ves, their famlies and friends," he said.

Anwar said action against corrupt | eaders could damage the country's
good i mage and reputation



Noting Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s worl dwi de fane
for his contribution and vision as denonstrated by the various
i nternational awards he received, Anwar said: "Wth himshow ng such an
exenpl ary | eadership, how could we allow his good nane to be sneared by a
few corrupt | eaders?"

Anwar sai d he had di scussed on many occasions with Dr Mahat hir the need
to combat corruption, especially in Umo.

"W want Umo to be clean. Changes nust be made within Umo first. The
task is nore crucial because the party is the pillar of the Governnent."

Stressing the i nportance of upholding a clean and responsi bl e i mage of
the Governnent, Anwar said this could be achieved if all |eaders and their
supporters adhere to regul ati ons and use the correct channel to do things.

He advi sed Government supporters not to be easily taken in by offers of
financial gains by their |eaders.

"Remenber, when one is bribed with RMLO, the person giving the noney
coul d have already nade RML million (through corrupt practices)," he said.
Rem ndi ng Umo | eaders of their responsibility to serve the people, he
told them"not to show your face only before el ections and then forget

about the people."

Commrenti ng on the frequent blackouts in Sabah, Anwar said the Federa
Governnent woul d assist the State to expedite the privatisation of Lenbaga
Letri k Sabah.

At its current capacity and resources, he said the LLS was unable to
solve electricity supply woes there.
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