23/ 10/ 1997
Sabbar uddi n woos Aussi e tourists

Cssi e Raj

TOURI SM M ni ster Dat uk Sabbaruddi n Chik, who made flying visits to

Mel bour ne and Auckl and | ast week nust be delighted with the receptions he
received at both cities.

Acconpani ed by Tourism Mal aysia's director general Datuk Dr Arshad
Hashi m and Touri sm Mal aysi a Board nenber Zai nuddi n bin Mohd Zain, the
energetic Mnister did the rounds of radio interviews, nmedia conferences
and net Australian travel and tourismleaders al nost inmediately alighting
fromhis aircraft.

Hi s nessage was sinple: visit Malaysia and you will love it and you will
want to visit us again.

But it was no easy sailing for Sabbaruddin. He was nmet with a barrage of
questions fromthe nmedia in Australia and New Zeal and on a host of
controversial subjects, chiefly the haze problemin the region and its
ef fect on the 1998 Commonweal th Ganmes in Kuala Lunpur and Prine M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad's all eged attack on the Jews over South-
East Asia's currency and economc turnoil.

Sabbar udi n handl ed the questions with the deft touch of the able and
experienced politician that he is and in the process, convinced
Australians that the haze, although very serious at certain tines, should
clear well before next Septenber and that Dr Mahathir had no i ntention of
hurting or blamng the Jews in general, pointing out that Dr Henry
Ki ssi nger and Dr Mahathir were good firends.

The Mnister freely adnitted that there was grave concern in the region
about the haze emanating from Sumatra and Kali mantan. He agreed with
Australian journalists that the Cormonweal th Ganmes was under threat with
the possibility of overseas athletes refusing to go to Malaysia to take
part in the Games. It was a situation no host country wanted to be in

Al t hough Sabbaruddi n was coy about revealing what direct measures the
Mal aysi an Government was taking to confront the Indonesians about the
forest burnout, he pointed out that half of Malaysia's firefighting force
of 4,000 were hel ping the I ndonesians to bring the blaze under control.

There is no doubting the anxiety anmong sportsnmen and wonmen in al
Conmonweal th countries of the risk involved in conmpeting in Ml aysia under
such unheal thy conditi ons.

Sabaruddin told the well-attended nedi a conferences in Ml bourne and
Auckl and that al though the haze was hanpering Ml aysia's preparation for
the Ganes, the Goverment was confident all works will be conpl eted on
schedul e. But he could give no guarantee that there would be no haze cone
next Septenber.

He | anented the fact that while Victoria, Canada, the host of the 1984
Comonweal t h Games di d not have to spend nmoney on many new constructi ons
and sporting venues, Malaysia had to start virtually fromscratch. "W had
to build new stadiunms, a new sw nmi ng pool and several new venues.
Everything had to be new, otherw se Ml aysia would not have been given the

1998 Ganes. | don't know how Victoria got away with it," he said.
Sabbaruddin said it was costing Malaysia nmore than RM2 billion to stage
the Ganes. "It's a |lot of nobney for about 11 to 12 days of sporting

events," he said.

However, the show must go on and barring the threat of a possible haze,
everything, including the vexing transport system wll be in readi ness
for a spectacul ar gathering of sone of the world' s best athletes and



t eans.

The M nister took the opportunity to assure Australian and New Zeal and
travel industry |leaders, tour operators and sporting organisations that
there woul d be adequate acconmodation to cater for the estimted 80, 000
overseas visitors to the Ganmes. In all about 16,000 hotel rooms will be
avai | abl e.

Thr oughout his hectic four-day visit, Sabbaruddin painted the "big
pi cture” of Tourism Mal aysia. He did his best to convey the nessage that
the Ganes was a vehicle to dramatically display Ml aysia' s tourism
potential and place the country on the gl obal tourist map.

Many in Australia are puzzled as to why Ml aysia has been | agging in
pronoting the Conmonweal th Games and taki ng advantage of a situation to
extract maxi mum publicity for the Ganes and the country.

One cynic said recently that had it not been for the haze and its
potential threat to athletes' performances, there woul d have been very
little to rem nd overseas peopl e that Ml aysia was hosting the Ganes.

Sydney, which is staging the 2000 A ynpic Ganes, has a well-o0iled
publicity machine that churns out first-class pronotional naterial for
overseas nailing fromits Ganes headquaters in Homebush Bay on the out
outskirts of Sydney.

This is al ready paying dividends with a recent survey show ng t hat
Sydney i s enjoying a huge boost as a tourist destination. Australiais
expecting a surge in overseas visitors not only during the Oynpic Ganes,
but al so before and after the Big Event.

Tourism Mal aysia officials in Australia, headed by its director
Ami ruddi n bin Abu and his hard-working staff, were encouraged by the
Mnister's visit Down Under. The visit provided an on-the-spot study of
the Australian touri smmarket and boosted their confidence.

Sabbar uddi n was obvi ously inpressed and had, on nany occassi ons,
enphasi sed that Australia and New Zeal and were i nportant markets and nore
money and effort would be comritted to pronote Malaysia in these
countries. There is a possibility that Mel bourne and Auckl and woul d becone
new focus centres for Tourism Ml aysi a.

The Mal aysi an Food and Cul tural Festivals held in Mel bourne and Auckl and
to coincide with the Mnister's visits were outstandi ng successes. The
food prepared by chefs flown in fromKual a Lunpur won the hearts of
Austral i ans, who openly said that there was nothing to beat Ml aysi an
cui si ne.

The M nistry of Culture's 25-nmenber dance troupe gave spectacul ar and
stunni ng performances. The Ml aysi an H gh Conmmi ssioner to Australia, Datuk
Adnan Gt hman was so i npressed by the troupe's performance i n Mel bourne
that he expressed a desire to see the group tour the main cities of
Australia to display Malaysia's rich culture and diversity.

After seeing the spontaneous and overwhel m ng responses fromthe public
i n Mel bourne and Auckl and and t he good work of Tourism Mal aysia officials
in Australia, it should not be a surprise if the good Mnister and the
good doctor (Arshad Hashin) send the troupe back to Australia in the near
future.
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