16/ 06/ 1997
Sabbaruddi n: Fam |y nenbers of |eaders can do business

Radzi Sapi ee

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Fam |y nenbers of Governnent | eaders and enpl oyees
shoul d not be barred from being involved in busi ness and naki ng noney,
sai d Umo secretary-general Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chik today.

He said there was nothing to stop fam |y nenbers of those hol di ng
positions in the Governnent from maki ng noney as long as it was done
wi thin the bounds of |aw

"If you disallow children of governnent nenbers fromgetting a job or
bei ng i nvol ved in business just because they are related to soneone with
position and power, then how are they going to survive? It's not fair

"You don't expect the governnent nenbers on their nmeagre salary to
continue to nonetarily support their famly nenbers all their life, do
you?" he told reporters at the Forest Research Institute of Malaysia in
Kepong t oday.

Sabbar uddi n was comrenting on Opposition | eader LimKit Siang's report
to the Anti-Corruption Agency agai nst Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Ling Liong Sik's son for allegedly acquiring shares worth RML. 2 billion
with ministerial influence.

Sabbaruddin, who is also Culture, Arts and Touri sm M nister, said the
al l egations that there were governnent nenbers who abused their position
to help those they favour were nerely all egati ons.

"Have you got proof that they were abusing their position to help their
fam ly's busi ness?" he asked.

However, Sabbaruddi n said Governnent | eaders should not use their
positions to help their kin or friends to get business contracts or give
t hem unfai r advantage i n busi ness.

No one, he said, should use the name or position of Governnent | eaders
to gain favour or further their ends, especially in business.

He was commenting on incidents of sonme peopl e using the nanes of
m nisters including the nanme of Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad to get nil eage in business dealings.

Sabbaruddi n i s agai nst governnment nenbers getting involved i n business.
He said if they do, then they should resign fromtheir post and
concentrate on their business.

"Cover nment nenbers have al ways been expected not to get involved in
busi ness, " he said.

Sabbaruddin was at FRIMto attend the city's Sons of Pahang Charity
Association's Fam |y Day which was attended by nore than 500 city dwellers
f rom Pahang.
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