20 DEC 1997

SACK FCOR DI VI SI ONAL AND BRANCH HEADS WHO GO AGAI NST PARTY DECI SI ON

KUALA LUVMPUR, Dec 20 (Bernamm) -- Umo divisional and branch heads will
be expelled if they are found to have rejected nenbers reinstated and
confirned by the party's Suprene Council, Ummo president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d today.

Dr Mahathir said the same applies to divisional and branch heads who
refused to accept party susbscription fees from nenbers which barred them
fromparticipating in party activities.

"Their refusal to accept the reinstated nenbers is against the party
deci si on.

"If they think that their stand is nore inportant than the party's
wi shes and want to go against the party's decision, they might be expelled
if found to have acted in such a manner," he said at a news conference
after chairing the Umo Supreme Council neeting at the party headquarters
her e.

The stern warning by Dr Mahathir was nmade after he referred to the
Suprene Council's decision on Umo adninistration especially the
application to join the party by forner nenbers of the now defunct Parti
Mel ayu Senangat 46.

Dr Mahathir said the Suprenme Council had to decide on nenbers'
adni ssion into the branch after the particular branch and division failed
to resol ve the probl em which cropped up.

"When the party headquarters was referred to problens at branch or
divisional level and it confirned the validity of the person's nenbership,
then the person nust be admtted by the branch and division.

"Disciplinary action including expulsion will be taken agai nst
di vi sional or branch heads who refused to admt these nmenbers," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the party did not need nmenbers especially divisional
and branch heads who can cause splits and weaken the party if they refused
to accept the Suprene Council deci sion.

"Therefore if they are going against the party (for refusing to accept
the Suprene Council's decision) and if they (divisional and branch heads)
are not around also we might lose, then it is not a lost if they are not in
the party,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said Umo headquarters woul d conduct a detailed
i nvestigation if there were allegations that there were branches or
di vi sions which refused to admit nenbers reinstated by the Suprenme Council.

He said the Suprene Council had decided that nenbers who were charged
in court would not be allowed to stand for party el ections.

"If the case is being investigated, they can contest but those who have
been charged in court will not be allowed to do so,"” he said wthout
el abor ati ng.

Earlier, the Suprenme Council nenbers presented a birthday cake to Dr
Mahat hir who turned 72 today.

They |l ater sang the "Happy Birthday To You" and Dr Mahathir cut the
cake with a keris followed by the recital of "doa selamat" by Mnister in
the Prime Mnisters Departnment Datuk Dr Abdul Hanmid O hman. -- BERNAMVA
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