22 JUL 1997
Anwar - Sal am
SALAM MALAYSI A ON WORLDW DE M SSI ON OF GRATI TUDE

KUALA LUMPUR, July 22 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi msaid today
the Yayasan Salam which will bring Ml aysian volunteers to all corners of
the world, is a mssion of gratitude for the country's econonic
achi evenents.

The Acting Prime Mnister said there was no better way of expressing
this gratitude than to serve the less fortunate and hel p nations which are
goi ng through what Ml aysi a once experienced.

"This gratitude should be followed up with action and wel fare work and
there is no better way to express our thanks to God than doing good to
people within and outside the country who are in need of guidance and
assi stance. "

"The people who are still backward |ike we once were, the people who
are in need of help just like the help we received before,” Anwar said when
 aunching the Yayasan Salam at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC) here

He said the sincere and dedi cated vol unteer service dispensed through
Yayasan Sal am would rekindle the adventurous spirit of young Ml aysians in
the cause of universal well being.

Anwar said Mal aysi an youths were now invited to ignite the spirit of
vol unteerism and the tinme spent on useless chatter and |amenting over their
fate shoul d have passed.

From bei ng dragged along and finding fault, youths should now rekindle
their adventurous spirit and prove that Malaysians were willing and capabl e
of creating a new wave of adventurous life.

He said even though there had been much drumm ng up of the various
negative stories about the younger generation it nevertheless was an
established fact that hundreds of thousands of young people were involved
in many voluntary activities, student and youth welfare work and soci al
servi ce through non-governnental organisations.

The Acting Prime Mnister wanted to highlight such good service so that
the young woul d have a new experience and such experience wuld be shared
by society at I|arge.

He said volunteerism was not something new for Ml aysians as could be
seen in their gotong royong spirit and also evident in the voluntary
struggle of the past generation to achieve independence

Anwar said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad had enhanced
Mal aysia's inmage as a nation concerned over the fate of the international
conmuni ty and had courageously spoken up for the victimsed, the oppressed
and those whose cause should be taken up

"Yayasan Salamis an avenue for us to continue with our agenda and the
nmeasures taken by the Prime Mnister to serve society which is in need of
hel p. "

Mal aysi a had conquered M Everest and soon would | eave for Antartica
but there were still areas which Ml aysians would have to venture into for
service to ease the sufferings as well as the grief and sadness of the |ess
fortunate and with God's permission, brighten their future, Anwar said.

He said Sal am vol unteers, who would serve in the countries of
I ndo- China, Latin Anmerica, Africa and also South Pacific nations such as
Fiji and Papua New CGuinea, "will not export anything, nor get any share or
pronmote Mal aysia's ideology but will bring Malaysia' s greetings to al
continents and the whole world."

Anwar, who is also Finance Mnister, was happy and proud over the



readi ness of private conpanies and Ml aysian industrialists to support
Yayasan Salam with contributions totalling RW.2 mllion.

Kunpul an Lions, Petronas, Kunpulan Abrar, YTL G oup and TA Enterprise
Ber had each donated RML million.

Meanwhi | e Yayasan Sal am Chairman, Tan Sri Razali Ismail, said he
proposed to enlist the support of the "United Nations Vol unteers" (UNV),
whi ch had wi de experience in voluntary activities throughout the world to
hel p Yayasan Sal am

"In the course of nmy nmeetings with UNV representatives in New York and
Geneva recently, we discussed several matters to enhance and realise the
potential of Salam" he said.

Razali, who is current President of the UN General Assenbly, said Sal am
woul d act as an organisation incharge of handling the voluntary works
oriented towards Ml aysian identity, following Ml aysia's nould wthout
ignoring the cultures and lifestyle of the local conmunities targetted for
hel p.

"Sal am does not aspire to inpose our ways on foreign societies," he
sai d.

Mal aysia did not have a history of inperialism he added.

Salam is a non-profit organisation, giving service in the fields of
education, health and conmunity devel opnent, he said.

It would deploy volunteers of quality and calibre as the country's
representatives overseas as Ml aysia's imge would have to be mmintained,
he said.

At the |aunching ceremony, Anwar who is the founder and patron of
Yayasan Salam presented the foundation's awards to five people who had
contributed much as volunteers including nurse Aliyah Fong Abdullah who
served in the Pal estine refugee canp in Bourj el-Barajneh in 1987. --
BERNANMA
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