08 MAR 1997
Anwar - Sal eh
SALEH SULONG CAPABLE OF RUNNI NG DRB- H COV] SAYS ANWAR

KUALA LUVMPUR, March 8 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahim today expressed confidence in the new chairnman of DRB-Hi com
group, saying that Datuk Saleh Sulong is capable of satisfactorily managing
t he conpani es under his charge.

He said there would be no change in equities held by the government in
t he conpani es headed by Sal eh

Anwar, who is also Finance Mnister, said Saleh's close association
with the late Tan Sri Yahaya Ahnmad as well as his experience would enabl e
him to successfully nanage conpani es under the group.

"I feel, he can manage (DRB-Hi com satisfactorily," he told reporters
after paying a courtesy call on South African President Nel son Mandel a,
her e.

Sal eh was appointed |ast Thursday to succeed Yahaya who was killed in a
hel i copter crash near Kuala Lipis, Pahang |ast Mbnday.

In additions, Saleh was also appointed chai rman of Gadek (Ml aysia)

Ber had, Gadek Capital Bhd, Kedah Cenent Hol di ngs Bhd Edaran O onpbi
Nasi onal Bhd (EON) and Perusahaan O onobbil Nasional Bhd (Proton).

On the governnent's equities held by conpanies through the M nister of
Fi nance | ncorporated such as Hi com Hol di ngs Berhad, Anwar said the Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad had told Saleh during their neeting
that there would NOT (rpt) NOT be any change in the existing structure.

Last Thursday, Saleh told a news conference that Dr Mahathir had
recommended him as chairman and president for the special sharehol der
nanmely the governnment, in H com

The M nister of Finance Incorporated holds the golden share in H com
giving the governnent voting right to decide in case of a deadlock in
reachi ng a decision involving the conpany.

Sal eh was al so reported to have said that Dr Mahathir agreed to his
appoi ntnent as chairman of DRB group and other conpani es headed by the late
Yahya.

Anwar al so said he had explained to Saleh that the government would
continue to provide support needed to ensure the success of conpanies
concer ned.

Since the governnent has a stake in Hcom Anwar said it would provide
and determ ne the assistance required by the conpany.

"For other conpanies in which we should help, we will help," he said.

Anwar al so said he and Sal eh had determ ned natters deserving priority
in the managenent of conpani es concer ned.

Sal eh, who has an indirect stake in DRB, mainly through Genil ang
Nom nees Sdn Berhad, has been Yahaya's cl ose associate for 18 years.

Yahya, who had started the Master Carriage group with Saleh and a few
trusted aides, had stakes in 14 |listed conpanies, 12 on the Kuala Lunpur
Stock Exchange and two in Singapore. The effective stake in these conpanies
stood at about RM5.8 billion.

On his discussion with Mandela, Anwar said it was a followup of the
di scussion between the South African President and Dr Mhathir yesterday.
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