23/ 04/ 1997
Sanusi: Kedah to approve two recl amati on proposal s

Sai ful Azhar Abdul | ah; Zubai dah Abu Bakar

THE State Government will approve two of the nine reclamation packages
proposed by Kual a Lunpur-based Sanudera Baru Darul Aman Sdn Bhd, Menteri
Besar Datuk Seri Sanusi Junid said yesterday.

"W have agreed in principle to approve the two packages at the Kual a
Muda rivernouth,” he told reporters after opening Popul ar Book Conpany's
shop at Gty Pl aza.

He said it will be formally approved at the Exco neeting today, but it
i s not known which of the nine packages w |l be approved.

Samudera Baru Darul Aman had submitted a nmaster plan proposing to
reclaimthe entire 100km coast!|ine of Kedah.

It proposes to reclaim16,300ha of |and consisting of nine main islands.
Wirk on two islands of 2,800ha and 3,500ha respectively shall be
i mpl enment ed under Phase 1.

The 2,800ha island will incorporate world class infrastructural
facilities such as the integrated nmulti-nodal transportati on hub which
consists of an international airport, a deepwater seaport as well as an
express rail link to the mainl and.

To conpl enent the transportation hub, a 3,500ha island will be created
si mul taneously to house sophi sticated heavy engi neering, petrocheni cal and
shi pyard rel ated i ndustri es.

The remai ni ng seven islands are planned for aquaculture, fisheries,
conmerci al and residential activities.

However, Sanusi said the company nust obtain the Federal Governnent's
approval for its plan to develop the international airport and a deep sea
port at one of the islands.

The Menteri Besar said the State Governnment had been hol di ng back the
proposals for the reclamation project to get Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad's views on it.

"And the Prine Mnister is happy with the project,"” said Sanusi. Dr
Mahat hir was briefed on the project during his visit to the State on
Sat ur day.

Sanusi said the State CGovernnent woul d al so be exani ni ng ot her proposals
for the recl amation project.

"W have given two packages to Sanudera Baru Darul Aman and we wil |l
consi der other proposals for other packages."

Samudera Baru i s a new conpany controlled by chairman Azi zan Abdu
Rahman and Dennis Yii Chee Meng, who is executive chairman of Hock Seng
Lee Bhd. The conpany is capitalised at RML nmillion

Sanusi said National Hydraulic Research Institute's study on the
recl amati on project concluded that it was feasible.

It had al so recommended that the reclamati on shoul d be carried out 500
nmetres fromthe shore

"So those who proposed to reclaimfromthe shore can consider their
proposal s to have been turned down," he said.

The Menteri Besar also said the reclamation project should be seen as an
envi ronnmental project which would solve the problem of erosion along the
coast and protect nmarine life and the nangrove.

Sanusi said the State Exco would al so approve the proposed devel opnent
of Pul au Bunting by SKS Venture Sdn Bhd.
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