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SARAVAK AWAI TS NOD TO MBI LI SE FI RE- FI GHTI NG SQUAD

KUCHI NG Sept 22 (Bernamm) -- Sarawak is still waiting for instruction
to mobilise its fire-fighting squad of 110 personnel to nei ghbouring West
Kal i mantan where raging forest fires have contributed to the current
critical haze situation.

Mej ar Kamaruddi n Ahmad of the Sarawak National Security Division
operations room here, said today the deploynent of personnel from the
state Fire and Rescue Services Departnent would be nobilised within the
next day through the Tebedu entry point about 90km from here.

He said a security division neeting chaired by Sarawak Deputy Chi ef
M ni ster Datuk Dr George Chan this norning discussed details of the
fire-fighting operation which involved identifying the affected areas.

O her communi cati on and supporting services such as the Medical
Department as well as the Signals Squadron of the Third Ml aysian Infantry
Bri gade were now on stand-by, he added.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad who is director of the
Nati onal Operation Council had said that Ml aysia would send a
fire-fighting teamto help Indonesia tackle the haze problem

Besides the fire-fighters, the team conprising nmenbers of the Special
Mal aysi an Assi stance and Rescue Team (Snart) would also bring equipnent to
draw water from underground wells to sone parts of drought-stricken
Kal i mant an.

Meanwhi l e, Sarawak is expected to experience further critical situation
with nore haze conming from Kalimantan which in the southern part of Borneo
I sl and.

A spokesman of the Meteorol ogical Services Departnent said w nds were
blowing from Kalinmantan in a south-westerly direction at between 15km and
25km per hour. -- BERNAMA
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