29/ 07/ 1997

Sarawak | awyers happy with Dr M s statenent

KUCHI NG, Mon. - The Advocates Associ ati on of Sarawak consi ders the view
expressed by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad on | awyers
having to apply for an ad hoc |icence when appearing in courts in Sarawak
and Sabah as somet hing positive.

Its president, Sulong Matjeraie, said today that Dr Mahathir was fully
aware of the feelings of the people in the two States.

"I am happy to hear when Dr Mahathir stated that the Governnments of the
two States are still not ready to open their doors to professionals from
peni nsul ar Mal aysia," he said when comenting on the Prime Mnister's
st at ement .

Dr Mahathir said in Alor Star yesterday that he had tal ked with the
Sar awak and Sabah Governments and they were of the opinion that they had
not reached a stage where they coul d open their doors to professionals
fromthe peninsul a.

He nmade the statenment in response to a call by lawer and Jel utong M
Karpal Singh that the Prine Mnister intervene in the issue pertaining to
| awyers fromthe peninsula having to apply for the ad hoc licence and work
permts before they could appear in courts in the two States.

Sul ong said the statenment by Dr Mahat hir should put to rest once and for
all the need to apply for the ad hoc licence by |awers fromthe
peni nsul a.

He added that as long as |awers fromthe peninsula had the right skills
there woul d not be any problemfor themto be granted the ad hoc |icence
by the Chief Justice of Sarawak and Sabah Dat uk Chong Siew Fei.

"Si nce Decenber |ast year, the Chief Justice had approved 13
applications fromlawers fromthe peninsula al one,” he said.

Sul ong said that he could not understand why there was so nuch fuss
about the need to apply for the licence when | awers from Sarawak were
having difficulties when they wanted to practise in the peninsul a.

"Under the Legal Professions Act, |awyers from Sarawak, no matter what
skills they have or how | ong they have been in practice, are required to
do a ni ne-nonth chanbering before they can even appear in court,” he said.

Sulong felt that there was no need to do the chanbering since |awers in
Sar awak were equal |y good as those in peninsul ar Ml aysi a.

Early this nonth, Sulong had said that the associaition was agai nst any
move to do away with laws requiring | awyers fromoutside the State to
apply for the ad hoc licence for perm ssion to appear in courts in the
St at e.
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