02/ 04/ 1997
Scope for ties with Germany in high-tech i ndustries

Tengku Sari ffuddin

KUALA LUVPUR, Tues. - The Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja' afar said there
was potential for co-operation between Mal aysia and Gernmany in high-tech
i ndustries, especially nowthat Mal aysia is shifting away from | abour -

i ntensive i ndustries.

The King said Malaysian firnms were keen to participate in projects in
sout heast Europe and Central Asia, and had considered Germany's strategic
position and historical links with the regions.

Tuanku Ja' af ar sai d Mal aysi a regarded Gernmany as a nodel country which
had a strong industrial sector, high technol ogy and which was a | eader in
research and devel opnent of various fields.

"There is al so scope to enhance co-operation between Ml aysi a and
Germany in the field of research and devel opnent,"” he said at a State
banquet in honour of German President Professor Dr Ronman Herzog at |stana
Negar a

The King said Germany's success in devel oping the fornmer East Gernany
had not weakened its econony. On the contrary, the united Germany had
energed a stronger political and econonic force, he said.

The King said the new Gernmany had shown that an industrial country had
the ability to nake maj or structural changes which benefited the econom es
of devel opi ng countri es.

In this respect, the King said Ml aysia through Sout h- South co-operation
was transferring its technol ogy and providing training to devel opi ng
countri es.

This initiative has contributed to peace and understandi ng between
devel opi ng countri es.

"I't has becone inmportant to focus our efforts on economni c devel opnent
and to sideline politics," he said. "This has al so hel ped to boost
tourism trade and other co-operation.”

Tuanku Ja' afar sai d Mal aysia had pronpted the setting up three growh
triangl e areas with nei ghbouring countries to enhance economic
devel oprent .

The King said many of the areas in the growth triangles constituted
pl aces whi ch were | aggi ng behind in the mainstream of devel opnent because
of historical reasons or other factors.

"W wel come German participation in the devel opnent of the growth
triangles," the King said.

At Government |evel, Tuanku Ja'afar said the two countries would
continue to co-operate in managi ng peace m ssions at international and
regi onal |evels.

Earlier, Herzog, 63, who arrived in the afternoon for a five-day visit,
was accorded a full State wel cone.

He was acconpani ed by a 100- nenber del egation, including football |egend
Franz Beckenbauer

The German President was net by Foreign M nister Datuk Abdul | ah Ahnmad
Badawi and Sci ence, Technol ogy and Envi ronnent M ni ster Datuk Law Hi eng
Ding, who is ninister-in-attendance.

After touching down at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah International Airport,
Her zog and his del egati on proceeded to the Parlianment Square for the
of ficial welconing cerenony where he was recei ved by Tuanku Ja' afar and
Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad.

The German | eader was accorded a 21-gun sal ute where he inspected a



guar d- of honour nmounted by four officers and 104 men of the 1st Battalion
Royal Mal ay Regi nent under the conmand of Mejar Rafizi Shariff.

Herzog was | ater introduced to Mnisters, senior civil servants and
menbers of the diplomatic corps.

Germany is Mal aysia's | eading European trade partner after Britain

Mal aysia, in turn, is Germany's third | argest Asean trade partner after
Si ngapor e and Thai | and.

Trade between the two countries had increased fromDM. 25 billion
(RMB.33 billion) in 1987 to DMB.6 billion in 1995 in Mal aysia's favour
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