10/ 05/ 1997
Seagate as nodel firmto pronote Rakan Mida

M m Syed Yusof

| POH, Fri. - Penang Seagate Industries (M Sdn Bhd will be used as a nodel
conmpany to pronote Rakan Miuda activities because of its extensive

i nvol vement in conducting such progranmes for its enpl oyees.

Deputy Youth and Sports M nister Datuk Loke Yuen Yow sai d today that
Seagate's conmitnent in pronoting such activities should be enul ated by
ot her conpanies as it was an excell ent exanple of a conmpany concerned for
the wel fare of its workers.

He said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohamad had asked the
mnistry to prepare a report on the Rakan Mida activities carried out at
Seagate to be used as an exanpl e for other conpani es.

"I have asked Seagate to prepare a report so that | can submt it to Dr
Mahat hir as soon as possible," he told reporters after |aunching the
conpany's Rakan Muda activities for the Ipoh factory at the Kinta Free
I ndustrial Zone.

This is the second Rakan Miuda progranme to be set up by Seagate.

The first was at the factory in Bayan Lepas.

Seagate has al |l ocated RW50,000 for its Rakan Miuda activities for the
first six nonths of this year.

The conpany enpl oys 20,000 workers at six plants and 90 per cent of them
are aged bel ow 25.

Loke said Seagate woul d be spendi ng RVb00, 000 annual ly at three of its
factories - in Penang, Perak and Johor - to carry out Rakan Muida
activities.

He urged other big factories which have a substantial nunber of workers
in the Rakan Muda age group to enul ate Seagate which is the first to put
up a serious Rakan Muda programme for its workers.

"It is a strong conmitnent by a conpany and it's conmendabl e.

"The Governnent has al ways stressed that the companies, be they local or
foreign, do social work apart fromacquiring profits,” he said.

Loke said Seagate's nove in having Rakan Muda progranmmres was benefici al
to the conpany and its workers because they could help increase
productivity and create a sense of bel ongi ng.

He said it would al so ensure that the workers were healthy physically
and nental ly.

"At a time when the Governnment is concerned about social ills, this nove
by Seagate is tinmely."

He said social problens could not be solved by the Governnent al one.

Loke said it would be a worthwhile nove if conpanies could take care of
its workers in the Rakan Muda age group

He al so said the ministry was entering its third phase of pronoting the
Rakan Muda programes and woul d expand its coverage to include shopping
conpl exes as pl aces where Rakan Muda activities could be held.

For exanple, he said, the Phoenix Plaza in Cheras had allocated a floor
for Rakan Miuda activities, and this nust be enul ated by ot her shoppi ng
conpl exes.
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