15 DEC 1997
Summi t - Openi ng
SECOND ASEAN | NFORVMAL SUMM T OPENS | N KL

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 15 (Bernamm) -- The Second Asean |nfornmal Sunmit
opened here today anmid efforts to get a grip on financial and economc
problens currently affecting the region.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is presiding over the
sunmit which is being held at the Pal ace of the Golden Horses hotel here.

The | eaders are expected to issue a special statenment on the financial
crisis and the Asean Vision 2020 documrent which provides a roadmap for the
grouping in the comng century.

Apart from I ndonesia's President Suharto who has been advised to get a
conpl ete nedical rest, other Asean nations are represented at the sunmt by
their heads of state or governnent.

Those here are Sultan Hassanal Bol kiah of Brunei, Philippine President
Fi del Ranpbs, Prime Mnister Goh Chok Tong of Singapore, Thailand' s Prine
M ni ster Chuan Leekpai, Vietnanese Prime M nister Phan Van Khai, Laotian
Prinme M nister Khantay Siphandone, Chairman of Myanmar's State Peace and
Devel opment Council Than Shwe and Indonesian foreign mnister Ali Al atas
who is representing Suharto.

The sumit will be followed by the signing of two docunents -- the
Menor andum of Understanding to establish the Asean Foundati on by Asean
foreign mnisters and the Protocol to Inplenent the Initial Package of
Conmitments Under Asean Framework Agreenent on Services by econonic
m ni sters.

Dr Mahathir will also launch the Asean commenorative pictorial book
entitled "Asean: One Region One Vision" produced by Bernana and the Asean
Mast er wor ks Exhi bi tion.

Later in the afternoon, Asean will also have its inaugural summit with
Chi na, Japan and South Korea which are represented by President Jiang
Zemin, Prime Mnister Ryutaro Hashinoto and Prine M nister Koh Kun
respectively.

Dr Mahathir is scheduled to give a nmedia conference after each neeting.
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