02/ 01/ 1997
Security at enbassies abroad to be beefed up

Kamar ul Yunus

THE Governnment will take steps to inprove security at Ml aysi an enbassi es
abroad followi ng the Linma hostage criris, in which Arnbassador to Peru
Ahrmad Mokhtar Sel at was detai ned for 11 days.

Foreign M ni ster Datuk Abdull ah Ahnmad Badawi said the need to inprove
security will naturally be greater in "high-risk" areas. The Governnent,
however, is not expected to stop sending envoys to such countries.

"The procedures will remain the sane. W will continue to foster
relations with Latin Arerica," he told reporters after acconpanyi ng
Mokhtar, who arrived at the Sultan Abdul Aziz International Airport in
Subang, four days after his release by the Tupac Anaru Revol utionary
Movenent .

The hostage crisis at the Japanese Anbassador's residence in Linma enters
its third week, with 81 hostages still held captive by the rebels, who are
demandi ng the rel ease of some 400 conrades from Peruvian prison

Mokht ar was hel d hostage with over 400 anmbassadors, governnent officials
and guests of the Japanese Anbassador on Decenber 17. They were attendi ng
a reception held to cel ebrate the Japanese Enperor's birthday.

Abdul | ah said he will submit a report to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad on Mokhtar's rel ease and experience during the crisis.

The m ni ster had gone to Peru on Decenber 26 on a mission ordered by Dr
Mahat hir to secure the early and safe rel ease of Mokhtar. The Anbassador
was rel eased on Decenber 28.

Abdul | ah said Mokhtar's rel ease can be attributed to the cl ose
cooperation between the governnents of Peru and Mal aysi a.

"That is why we always want to have cl ose cooperation with other
countries. In times like this (hostage crisis), relationship is inportant,
not only econonic and political cooperation but also on other matters."

Abdul | ah sai d Mokhtar will neet and brief the Prine Mnister, adding
that he will also need to discuss with Mkhtar his experience.

"W hope to learn fromthe incident so that we could take the necessary
measures to beef up security at our embassies overseas."

Asked whet her new procedures or guidelines would be introduced in
sendi ng Mal aysi an anbassadors overseas, especially to countries in Latin
Anerica, Abdullah said there are no immedi ate plans for it.

To a question whether the Government will enploy private security
officers to protect the anbassadors, he said there was al so no need for
t hat.
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