30/ 05/ 1997
SEDCs told to take steps to increase Bum middle class

Jasbhir Singh

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - All State Econom ¢ Devel opnent Corporations were
today directed by the Entrepreneur Devel opnment Mnistry to take steps to
i ncrease the mddl e class bum putera popul ati on.

Its mnister Datuk Mistapa Mdhanmed said steps taken include expansi on of
vendor and franchi se progranmmes and hel ping F-cl ass contractors to raise
their standards.

The SEDCs have al so been directed to inplenent programmes to ensure the
conti nued and adequate bum putera participation in retail and transport
sectors, he said.

Must apa, who chairs the technical commttee set up to | ook for ways to
achi eve this had earlier nmet chief executives of SEDCs at his mnistry.

Today's nove is a followup to the call last March by Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mharmad for efforts to increase the middle class
Bum put era popul ati on.

Dr Mahathir had said al though the Governnent was successful in providing
j ob opportunities for | ower inconme bracket Buniputeras as well as
devel opi ng corporate | eaders, this was not the case for the niddle class.

"Besi des expandi ng the vendor programmes,"” said Mistapa, "we have al so
directed the SEDCs to recogni se vendors certified by other SEDCs so that
they can venture into other States as well."

He said the ministry al so wanted the SEDCs to identify and secure new
franchi ses for distribution to capable entrepreneurs.

"The SEDCs have been told to select potential contractors and give them
suitabl e contracts and other forns of assistance.”

Must apa sai d Johor and Sel angor al ready had such programes for their
contractors while the other States would be directed to use existing
programres as nodels for their own.

As for the transport sector, he said transport |icences would be issued
to the SEDCs for Bumi putera entrepreneurs on the condition that they use
the licences to increase the nunber of mddle class Bum puteras.

The ministry also directed the SEDCs to adopt two or three schools and
i npl ement their own young entrepreneur progranmmes.

On Bumi putera participation in the retail sector, Mistapa said the
mnistry has identified a successful sundry shop project by the Perak SEDC
in Kg Gaj ah which woul d be used as a nodel .

The ministry hoped that retail-based projects would act as catalyst in
i ncreasi ng Bum putera enterprises.

Poor networki ng between individual SEDCs woul d have to be inproved to
ensure better co-operation, he said.

"They have been told to get online with each other to be better in touch
with one another and the ministry," he said.

The neeting al so deci ded that SEDC chi ef executives would neet every
three nonths to nonitor the progress of the projects and resol ve any
probl ens which m ght crop up

( END)



	SEDCs told to take steps to increase Bumi middle class (NST 30/05/1997)

