12/ 10/ 1997

Seek Russi an expertise, Mlaysian firns advised

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Mal aysi ans shoul d | ook towards technol ogi es from
Russia at a tinme when that country is opening up vigorously, Aerospace
Technol ogy Systenms Corp Sdn Bhd general manager Brig Gen (R) Datuk Richard
Robl ess sai d.

He said the tine for Mal aysi an conpanies to "give a shot" at Russi an
technol ogy was appropriate, particularly so when its technol ogy had
proven to be on par, if not better than that fromthe West.

"The Russians nmay still be lacking a little in commercia
infrastructure, marketing and networking but otherwise, | feel its
technol ogy is as good as those fromthe West, if not better.

"As such Mal aysi ans should go in now so that they can eval uate for
t hensel ves how good i s Russian technol ogy," he said.

He said towards this end, Ml aysi an conpani es shoul d take advant age of
t he TechXchange' 97 conference and exhi bition, which will showcase about
100 Russi an conpani es and its technol ogy.

The event will be held at the Mal aysia International Exhibition Centre
in Sungai Besi from Tuesday to Fri day.

The event will showcase advanced and cutting-edge technol ogies from
Russi a, and provide an opportunity for Ml aysian and foreign participants
to be updated on technol ogi cal advancenents and to strengthen partnerships
i n busi ness and technol ogy.

The exhibition is being organi sed by Le Proton Exhibition, Novotek
Group, M ght and Machi noexport, a Russian conpany. The New Straits Tinmes
is the official newspaper

Among the sectors to be represented at the exhibition are aerospace,
construction and conposite materials, electronics and optical systens, and
phar maceuti cal s.

The event will be opened by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad, who will al so deliver a keynote address.

Citing an exanpl e, Robless said the ATSC, which was forned as MRAS Sdn
Bhd in June 1994 and changed to its present nane in May 1995, has learnt a
| ot fromthe Russians.

ATSC was formed as a result of a menorandum of under st andi ng si gned
bet ween t he Mal aysi an Government, the Russian State Corporation for Export
and I nmport of Armanent and Mlitary Equi pment, and Mbscow Aircraft
Producti on Organi sation or Mapo MG in June, 1994.

The M nister of Finance Inc owns 70 per cent stake in the joint venture
foll owed by Mapo M G 25 per cent and the Russian State Corporation, five
per cent.

Robl ess said the joint venture conpany was forned to provide tota
system support for Royal Malaysian Air Force MG 29 aircraft, ensuring
maxi mum devel opnent of Mal aysia's technical capability.

It was al so to provide a base and co-ordination for the expansion of
advanced technol ogy in the Ml aysi an avi ation industry.

Thi s, Robl ess said, had paved the way for the devel opnent of the conpany
to becone the centre of logistics and technical support for aircraft and
ot her aviation products of Russian origin in the regi on of Southeast Asia
and Austral asi a.

( END)
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