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Seeki ng cl oser co-operation with Thais to curb inflow of illegals

K. P. Varan

KUALA LUVPUR, Wed. - Mal aysia wants cl oser co-operation with Thailand to
curb the inflow of illegal inmmgrants through the conmon border.

The subject is expected to be di scussed between Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad and his Thai counterpart CGeneral Tan Sri Chavalit
Yongchai yudh who arrives here tonorrow on a two-day visit.

Foreign Mnistry Undersecretary for Southeast Asia and South Pacific
Di vi si on Mohd Arshad M Hussain said al t hough co-operation between the two
countries had been good, the subject was expected to be di scussed between
the two Prine Mnisters and their del egations to ensure nore stringent
enf orcenent .

"Mal aysia will request Thailand to render the necessary assistance to
our authorities to control the inflow of immgrants,” he said.

Last nonth, follow ng Mal aysia's conplaint over the | arge nunber of
illegal inmmgrants from Bangl adesh and Myanmar crossing i nto Mal aysi a
t hrough the comon border with Thailand, Thai authorities detained 270
illegal inmmgrants in southern Thail and.

Mal aysi an i mmigration authorities have also intensified enforcenent
activities near the border.

During the discussions between the two del egati ons tonorrow, further
steps to stop such activities and ways to wi den enforcenent are expected
to be di scussed.

Anot her issue expected to be on the agenda is problens faced in
demar cating the border. Al though the Anglo-Si anese Treaty of 1909 is
relied upon for the denarcation of the border, there have been technica
problens as to where the nmarkers are to be placed in sone areas.

Asked to comrent on the issue, Arshad said, it was nmerely a technica
problemand not a territorial dispute as sone quarters had cl ai ned.

"There are some problens in interpreting where the pillars are to be
pl aced and di scussions on the issue are continuing,” he said, adding that
the Foreign Mnistry secretary-generals of both countries had di scussed
the issue earlier this nmonth.

Descri bi ng Mal aysi a-Thail and rel ations as "very cl ose", Arshad said the
agreement to jointly explore oil and gas off the shores of the two
countries was synbolic of howthe two countries had been able to turn a
potential conflict into a nutually beneficial project.

"There are no nmajor problens facing the two countries. The visit by the
Thai Prime Mnister will help further strengthen relations and co-
operation between the two countries.”

Chavalit, who becane Prinme Mnister in Decenber, will arrive tonorrow
acconpani ed by his wife, Puan Sri Phankrua, and a 42- nenber del egation
conprising seni or governnent officials.

The couple will be granted an audi ence by the Yang di-Pertuan Agong
Tuanku Ja' af ar and Raj a Permai suri Agong Tuanku Naj i hah.

Chavalit will then hold discussions with Dr Mahathir on bilateral and
regional matters before the del egati ons of both countries neet.

On Friday, he will neet representatives of the Mal aysian private sector
to di scuss investnent opportunities in Thail and.

Tonorrow s discussions, it is learnt, will centre on the formati on of a
trade comrittee between the two countries to | ook into the quick renova
of tariff restrictions on products fromboth countries to further
liberalise trade.



Mal aysia is al so expected to request Thailand to allow its comerci al
vehicles to pass through Thail and to destinations in |Indochina. Mlaysia
al ready all ows Thai vehicles carrying perishable itens to head for
Si ngapor e via Ml aysi a.

Chavalit, who al so holds the defence portfolio, is expected to call for
cl oser defence co-operation between the two countries including nore joint
exercises involving the arnmy, air force and navy.

The supply of natural gas to Thailand from Mal aysi a, schedul ed to begin
in 2000, is also expected to be on the agenda especially since Thail and
has asked for a lower price for the gas that is to be piped toits
sout hern regi on.

Al t hough the encroachnent of Thai fishing vessels into Ml aysian waters
has been reduced by about 50 per cent conpared to the 1991/92 period, it
still constitutes a probl emwhich the Mal aysian authorities would like to
be addressed qui ckly.
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