02/ 05/ 1997
Sel angor MB to be named today? (HL)

Ram an Sai d; Sa' odah Elias

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The new Sel angor Menteri Besar to replace Tan Sri
Muhamrad Muhammad Tai b who resigned on April 14 is expected to be
announced t onor r ow.

Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |Ibrahimis scheduled to nmeet the
Sul tan of Sel angor at 10amtonorrow at the Sultan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz
Shah Golf C ub in Shah Al am

Anwar i s expected to present the name of the new Menteri Besar for the
Rul er's consent. The neeting was earlier schedul ed at 6pmtoday but was
post poned.

Presenting the name to the Sultan is usually done by the Prine M nister
but Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad |l eft this norning for a three-nation
tour of Africa

Dr Mahathir's remarks yesterday to the Press after a dialogue with
participants of the National Congress on Vision 2020 hinted at the
possibility of Anwar naking the announcenent on the Prime Mnister's
behal f.

When asked by reporters whet her he had deci ded on the new Menteri Besar,
poi nting to Anwar who was seated beside him Dr Mahathir said: "I don't
know. Fromtonorrow, you have to ask him... he will be in charge."

Dr Mahathir had already net the Sultan on April 21. No announcenent was
made at the end of the neeting at |Istana Sel angor, but Dr Mahathir told
the Sultan that he needed "a bit nore time" to nanme the repl acenent.

The Sultan then said that he wanted a candi date who i s honest, clean and
one who woul d work for the people and not his own interest.

Before neeting the Sultan, the Prime Mnister had al ready nmet Sel angor
Executi ve Councillors where he also informed themthat he needed nore tinme
bef ore announci ng the name of the new Menteri Besar. The State Executive
Counci| gave Dr Mahathir the full mandate to seek a suitable repl acenent.

Dr Mahathir had al so nmet the Sel angor Umo |iaison commttee. During
that neeting, the conmttee declared that it would support whoever is
chosen to head the State Government.

Muhamad, who was Menteri Besar since 1986, also vacated his positions
as Sel angor and Federal Territory Umo |liaison committee chairman and
Bari san Nasi onal Sel angor and Federal Territory chairman.

Muhamuad, the State Assenbl yman for Batang Kali, is facing two charges
at the Brisbane nmagistrate's court for failing to declare the equival ent
of RM2.4 million while |eaving Brisbane International Airport for New
Zeal and | ast Dec 22 and for meking a fal se declaration

Among t he hopeful s are Executive Council nmenber and Sungai Air Tawar
Assenbl yman Dat uk Zai nal Dahal an, Executive Council menber and Dusun Tua
Assenbyl yman Dat uk Dr Zai nal Abidin Ahmad, forner Executive Council nenber
and Paya Jaras Assenbl ynan Datuk Sai di n Thanmbi and forner Deputy Menteri
Besar and Batu Ti ga Assenbl yman Dat uk Abu Suj ak Mahmnud.

Zai nal Dahal an, who hol ds the portfolio of Rural Devel opnent, Bumi putera
Econom ¢ Devel opnent, Agriculture and Fishery Comrittee chairman, is the
nost seni or Executive Council nermber in Sel angor.

A former State Assenbly Speaker, he first canme into prom nence when he
was el ected as State Assenbl yman for Sungai Air Tawar in the 1982 genera
el ection at the age of 34, a seat he held until today.

The father of six is married to Datin Kasma Aini Mhd Ismail who is a
housewi f e.



Zai nal Abidin, 57, is the chairnman of Research and Devel opnent; Education
and Training, and Information and Human Devel opnment Conmittee.

A former dean of Education Departnent of Universiti Kebangsaan Mal aysi a,
he al so heads various commttees and task forces in the State Governnent.

His involvenent in politics started in the early 70s and in 1974, he was
elected into the conmttee of Umo Cheras branch. He has been the branch
chai rman since 1986 and currently is also the Umo Hul u Langat division
chief.

Married to Datin Siti Zaharah Mhd, the couple has four children.

Anot her experienced hand is four-term Assenbl yman Sai di n, 59.

He was the State Speaker for three terns, from1982 to 1990, so this
made hi mone of the nore experienced nmenbers of the current State
Assenbl y.

This former Governnent servant is married to Datin M munah Mohd Shafie
and has four children.

Abu Suj ak, 58, served as Deputy Menteri Besar from 1990 to 1995. He had
al so served as acting Menteri Besar for one nonth between Sept 11 and Cct
11, 1989, when Muhammad went on | eave overseas.

Abu Suj ak, who | ost the post of the Shah Alam Umo division to Anwar's
forner political secretary Datuk Sal anon Sel amat during the party's
divisional elections in 1993, is said to have a close relationship with
t he pal ace

He is married to Datin VVWan Norseha Wan Nordin and they have ei ght
chil dren.

Several "newconers" have al so been specul ated as the |ikely successor.
They i ncl ude Kel ana Jaya Assenbl ynman Dat uk Mokht ar Ahmad Dahl an, Hul u
Kl ang Assenbl yman Dat uk Fuad Hassan and Pandan Assenbl yman Mad Aris Mad
Yusof .

bservers recall ed that when the Prine M nister appointed Muhammad as
the Menteri Besar in 1986, he was only a two-term Assenbl yman. Appoi nting
a newconer, therefore, would not surprise many, observers said.

At a handi ng-over cerenmony of land titles in Puchong | ast nonth which
was originally to have been officiated by Mihammad, Mkhtar was al ready
hail ed as the next Menteri Besar by those present.

A first-term Assenbl ynan, he served as an admi nistrative and di pl omatic
officer for 13 years before he went on optional retirenment and joined a
German conpany as general nanager.

The son of a village imam Mokhtar, 51, is currently a successful
busi nessman i nvol ved in property devel opment and a councillor with the
Pet al i ng Jaya Muni ci pal Council. He holds a Master's Degree in Econom cs
fromthe University of Wsconsin, United States, and was a col | ege-trai ned
teacher at the Fel da Gedangsa primary school in Hulu Selangor for five
years.

Fuad, 45, is one of the nore proninent youth | eaders. After graduating
fromuniversity, he becane actively involved in various youth
organi sations, including the Malaysian Youth Council and the Islamc Youth
Movenent or Abim
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