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Zin - successor
SELANGOR FORMULA FOR MELAKA?

MELAKA, May 16 (Bernamm) -- The question of whether Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad will apply the Selangor fornula to Melaka in
choosi ng the successor to the late Datuk Seri Mhd Zin Abdul CGhani as the
Chief Mnister has becone the topic of conversation among the people.

In the Sel angor case, the potential successor chosen was a Sel angor
| eader at the federal |evel.

Political analysts here said if Dr Mahathir could nomi nate forner
Donestic Trade and Consumer Affairs M nister Datuk Abu Hassan Omar to
succeed forner Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mihammad Mihd Taib, there was no
reason the sane thing could not happen in Ml aka.

If so, Melaka Umo | eaders at the federal |evel too would have the
chance to be nominated as Mhd Zin's successor apart from nenbers of the
Mel aka State Executive Council and Melaka State Legislative Assenbly.

They are Deputy Transport Mnister Datuk Wra Mohd Ali Rustam who is
al so Batu Berendam MP, Alor Gajah MP Datuk Abu Seman Yusop and Jasin MP Tun
Abdul Ghafar Baba.

Agai n, based on the Selangor formula Mohd Ali seenmed to be the nost
likely candidate. Apart from being an MP and holding a federal post, he is
al so deputy chairman of the Mel aka Umo Liaison Cormittee, just |ike Abu
Hassan.

When posed the question of Mhd Zin's successor yesterday, Dr Mhathir
said that since he would be going on a two-nonth | eave soon, Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimas acting Prime Mnister would have "full
power" to decide on the matter.

Asked if he would also appoint a federal minister just as he did for
Sel angor, in jest he said he would shock everyone by appointing a
journalist to the post.

But, another potential candidate is former Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul
Rahi m Tanby whose political conme back had been wi dely specul at ed.

And many felt that he would be given another chance.

If so, there would be two possible course of actions -- first Abdul
Rahim wi Il contest the Ml ekek state by-election to succeed Mdhd Zin.
Second, he will contest Batu Berendam parlianentary seat to succeed Abu

Hassan as Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnister while Mohd Ali noves
to Mel ekek to succeed Mohd Zin as Mel aka Chief Mnister.

But, there are also other qualified state | eaders and Dr Mahathir might
just revert to the traditional practice of appointing the Chief Mnister
from anong them I|ike he did to Mbhd Zin when Abdul Rahim resigned.

O the eight Exco nenbers, six are from Umo and they are Datuk Sahar
Arpan, Datuk Yasin Shariff, Datuk Abu Zahar Isnin, Datuk M'm n Abdul Aziz,
Dat uk | brahim Durum and Datuk Nordin Yaani. Two other Exco nenbers are from
t he MCA

But, three of themare reportedly under investigation by the
Anti-Corruption Agency (ACA) for alleged abuse of power, corruption and
ot her nmal practi ces.

But again Dr Mahathir does not |ikes others to speculate on what he
thinks, said a political analyst Prof Madya Mahadzir Ml Khir recently.

Participating in an Umo forum on May 11, Mahadzir said the Prine
M ni ster had on many occasi ons proved the specul ati ons w ong.

There some truth to it as in the Selangor case when Dr Mahathir chose
Abu Hassan as Muhammad' s successor instead of an Exco nmenber as nany had



wanted to belief, including the nedia and political analysts.
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