03/ 05/ 1997

Sel angor Umnmo backs appoi nt ment of Abu Hassan

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The Sel angor Umo |iaison commttee expressed its
support for the appoi ntnment of Datuk Abu Hassan Orar as Sel angor Menteri
Besar at an hour-long neeting with Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahimthis afternoon.

The neeting, at the Prine Mnister's Departnent, was arranged by Anwar
to explain the Prime Mnister's decision and why Abu Hassan was sel ect ed.
Al'l the nenbers, except for Abu Hassan, who is the comm ttee's deputy

chai rman, were present.

Several of themwanted to know how t he deci sion was reached as it would
i nvol ve two by-el ections.

"This is unusual but we accept the Deputy Prine Mnister's explanation,"
sai d Paya Jaras Assenbl ynman Dat uk Sai di n Thanby.

Datuk Onn Isnmail, the liaison commttee's secretary and the State
Assenbly Speaker, said they accepted Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad's
deci si on because they had given himthe mandate to deci de on the new
Menteri Besar.

Onn said the commttee woul d neet tonight to discuss, anpbng ot her
things, the appointnent of an acting Menteri Besar for the tinme being.

To enabl e Abu Hassan to hold the post, he will contest the Permatang
State seat held by Janal uddin Adnan, who in turn will contest the Kual a
Sel angor parliamentary seat vacated by Abu Hassan

Bot h vacated their seats today.

Exco nenber Datuk Dr Zainal Abidin Ahnad sai d Abu Hassan was an apt
choi ce because of his vast experience in politics.

He said no one should question the decision as Abu Hassan had all the
qualities and capabilities to | ead Sel angor towards achieving a fully
industrialised State status by the year 2005

Anot her Exco nenber Dat uk Abdul Fatah |skandar said he fully supported
Abu Hassan as the next Menteri Besar.

State Umo Youth chief Soohaim Abdul Rahrman said the Prime Mnister's
deci sion was not totally unexpected as Abu Hassan was one of the nopst
seni or | eaders in Sel angor

"The State Umo Youth will fully support himas the next Menteri Besar
and will extend its full co-operation,” he said.

Sel angor Wanita Umo chief Datin Paduka Raki bah Abdul Manap sai d she was
not surprised by the announcenent as she had al ready expected that the
candi date woul d be an experienced | eader.

State Assenbl ywoman for Jeram Mesrah Selamat, said the Prine Mnister's
deci sion was very wi se as Abu Hassan commanded respect and support from
the State | evel

( END)
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