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Send in the cl ones

Sharon Nel son; Joseph Edw n

THE gestation period was | ong and excruci ating. Wen the nol ecul ar

breakt hrough was finally made, the world threwits collective hands up in
horror and excitenent; and all because we have cl oned a sheep.

Er... yes. A pat on the back for researcher Dr lan Wl nut; what better
way to denonstrate the wonders of cloning than to doubl e a sheep? You have
to admt, the Iikeness is unm stakabl e.

Never mnd that clone Dolly shares this |likeness with just about every
ot her Scottish Bl ackface ewe on this planet.

Okay, so that's not the point. The real legitimcy of the discovery lies
inthe fact that Dolly has exactly the sane DNA nmake-up as her donor.

Wil e the researchers at the Roslin Institute in Edinburgh see in this a
nmore nutritious glass of mlk (some no doubt envision a juicy nutton
chop), other eyes are gleaning with the possibilities of hunman cl oning.

The fascinating thing about Dolly is that she started life as a single
cell, taken fromthe udder of a Finn Dorset ewe. Wi ch neans that the
countless cells that currently configure your person are in effect
mllions of potential yous.

Wi ch al so neans that the next time you cut yourself you nay actually be
spilling your seed.

Despite the acconpanying furore over religion and ethics, human cl oni ng
i s bound to happen, and nay be |l ess than two years away.

"The fascination is too great. It's like putting 100 alcoholics in a
roomwith a bottle of gin. The gin doesn't stand a chance," says Kansas
City Star columist Bill Tammeus.

Life will take a strange twi st when ani mal cloning arrives in Ml aysia.
Stranger still w th human cl oni ng.

As social standing is neasured by how often one is seen at the right
pl aces, the average person's social life will inprove in | eaps and bounds
as he/she is seen in all the right places, all the tine.

Traffic janms need not result in you being two hours late for every
meeting. Instead of the usual sweaty pal ns you can now keep your cool as
your doubl e(s) keep(s) your appointnents.

Wth cloning, we nmay just be able to nanage the nuch-di scussed soci al
ills. Parents, often blanmed for the woes that have beset us, can now
attend to their child s devel opmental needs and still be able to earn
enough to buy that third BMN

If your child proves to be nmore than a handful, clone M T for an
assistant. But don't attenpt to make a nore pl easing copy of your child -
there's not hi ng worse than being the class cl one.

Parents beware. If your child prefers his own conpany to that of others,
he may turn out to be a cloner

A successful man going through md-life crisis could now |l eave his wife
for a younger clone. Show her you'd do it all over again.

Al'ternatively, cloning can make it easier for the guilt-ridden
pol yganous husband who sinply can't keep up

For those who nissed the intensive course in angkat, masuk, tolak, picit
at your | ocal petrol kiosk, cloning could nean a restoration of ful
servi ce.

The nulti-talented actor and playwight Jit Murad may finally have his
wish - to wite, direct, produce, act and sing all on his own.

Proponents of cloning have enphasi sed that clones already exist - in the



formof identical twins. But the difference with clones is that you get to
see how the original turns out before you deci de you want a copy.

However, there is no guarantee that the clone will turn out exactly like
the master copy because socialisation cones into play. Wich opens up a
new host of possibilities.

Fast-tal ki ng Radi o Four DJ Patrick Teoh could be cloned for that velvety
voice - and be tutored to acquire a pleasing personality.

Fel |l ow DJ Yasm n Yusoff can be duplicated and directed to | ose the ear-
splitting cackle.

One slightly sinister aspect of cloning is that it can happen to you
wi t hout your knowl edge. Now, when you get an invite to the biggest bash in
town, soneone turning up in the sanme outfit is not all you have to worry
about .

The upside to cloning is that Ml aysia could reach its target of 70
mllion people in no tine at all. O course, this neans a | oss of
individuality, with everyone fromteh tarik stall owners right up to the
Cabi net being replicated.

And when this happens, no one would bat an eyelid if someone were to ask
" Si apa Mahat hir?".
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