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Sepang circuit focus of F-1 attention

Harris Taib

CLOSE to a billion spectators will focus their attention on Ml aysia when
the Sepang circuit hosts a leg of the Wrld Fornula One Chanpionship in
March 1999.

Theoretically, this will be the nost gruelling test of the |ocal
organi sational skills after next year's Commonweal th Ganes, and sonet hi ng
Mal aysia Airports Berhad, the circuit operator, will have to keep up for
the next five years after recently sealing the contract to host notor-
raci ng's nost prestigi ous chanpi onshi p.

"Wth all the eyes on Malaysia, it will be inmportant that we do a good
job of hosting the event," said Mokhzani Mahathir, one of Ml aysia's
| eadi ng not orsport personality.

"And the challenge is to do it well every year for the next five years."

He was fairly confident the chanpi onship would attract |ocal spectators,
so long as there were sufficient pronotion and nmarketi ng.

Wth Mal aysia being the only host in Southeast Asia, the country is al so
expected to draw in notor-racing fans from nearby Si ngapore, |ndonesia,
Brunei, Thailand and as far as Hong Kong.

Mokhzani said the ability to organi se an event which was testing on both
| ogi stical and technical capabilities, would reflect handsonely on the
country should it go well.

"I"'mquite confident we will get the fans to cone and watch."

Sources have sai d professionals who hel ped with the Adel ai de Grand Pri x
in Australia, would be comm ssioned to work al ongside local officials with
t he Mal aysi an Grand Pri x.

MAB' s preparations include sending its officials to this year's
chanpi onship, with the objective of |earning howto organi se such an event
whi ch was both financially, technically and | ogistically demandi ng.

Formul a One, however, does have an upside, |ike what the peopl e of
Mel bour ne had experienced - raking in profits exceeding RVMV00 million
generated froma weekend' s affair.

Despite the Hungarian Grand Prix pronmoter reportedly |osing noney, nore
than 180, 000 fans had turned up to watch the event every year since 1995,
of whomnearly 70,000 were foreigners.

MAB, who intends to run the Grand Prix thensel ves despite existing
comm tnents, has already forned a teamto prepare thensel ves for grand
prix realities.
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