09 APR 1997
Envi r onnent
SERI QUS POLLUTERS FACE JAI L, CABINET WARNS

KUALA LUVMPUR, April 9 (Bernama) -- The Governnent will, from now on
press the Court for jail sentence, and not just fines, on chief executive
of ficers of conpanies convicted of seriously damagi ng the environnent.

Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environnent M nister Datuk Law Hieng Ding said
today the Cabinet viewed seriously environmental danage caused by
devel opnent work and woul d seek jail sentence as a deterrence

"The Cabinet has directed the mnistry to go for jail sentence apart
fromfines because it feels that fines alone are not enough as the
polluters can afford to pay," he told reporters at his office here after
t he weekly Cabi net neeting.

Under the Environnmental Quality Act (1974) (Amennment 1996), serious
environnental polluters can be fined up to RMLOO, 000 or sentenced to five
years jail or both.

So far no one has been jailed for causing environnmental damage.

He said the Cabinet al so decided that governnent officers, who
carel essly approved layout plans inpractical for inplenentation, will be
transferred to other units or face pronotion freeze

For exanple, he said, there were one or two cases in which layout plans
were approved for new townships in hilly areas although their devel opnent
were unsuitable as it would involve large areas and a lot of tree-cutting
whi ch could cause environnental problens such as flooding, |andslide and
siltation.

The Cabinet's stern warning cane in the |light of a discovery last nonth
by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad of a large area in Hulu
Kl ang nade barren because it was designated for housing

"The Cabinet also feels that the |lack of enforcement officers is not a
good excuse to allow environnental danmage to continue because sone of the
danages are done just next door to the authorities' offices," Law said.

Moreover, enforcenent authorities could engage the help of the military
to nonitor the situation, he said.

As for the Hulu Klang case, Law said his ministry would press for
severe penalties against the devel oper

The stop-work order issued to the devel oper by the Departnent of
Envi ronment was still in force because it has yet to conme up with a
mtigative plan.

Law al so said that the Cabinet has approved the construction of a
RVMD1-million ground receiving station for satellite inmges and data which
woul d take two years to conplete.

But he declined to disclose the location of the 40-hectare site pending
its approval by the state governnent concerned.

Mal aysi a spent about RMA nmillion a year to obtain satellite inages and
data for its environmental managenent, research, survey and natural
resources nmanagenent from ground receiving stations in Bangkok and Jakarta.

This posed constraints as the two stations could control the
di ssem nation of those information

Law said the proposed |ocal ground receiving station could accept
information fromfive satellites initially - Spot (France), Radarsat
(Canada), IRS-IC (India), Noah and Landsat (United States) as well as
Envi sat (Europe), Seastar and ECS (United States) and Adeos (Japan) at a
| ater stage. -- Bernanmm
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