16 NOV 1997
Ni k Azi z- Mahat hi r
SET ASI|I DE DI FFERENCES AND SUPPORT MAHATHI R, SAYS NIK AZI Z

KOTA BAHARU, Nov 16 (Bernamm) -- Kelantan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdu
Aziz Nik Mat today called on everyone to set aside differences and be
united in their opposition to the action of a group of US Congressnen
demandi ng an apol ogy or resignation by Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanead.

"If foreigners seek to trouble us, we need to unite. We need to teach
America that...outsiders cannot disturb us and we too won't disturb
Anerica," he told reporters here.

Saying that his recent statenent supporting Dr Mahathir was nade
sincerely, Nik Aziz urged all groups to joint forces in dealing with the
congressnmen's action as it involved the nation's honour and interest.

The PAS | eader said the party was prepared to set aside politica
di fferences and voice support for the government to safeguard the interest
of the people and country and ensure that the United States did not bully
ot her nations.

On Thursday, all Menteris Besar and chief mnisters including Nik Aziz
signed a statenent opposing a draft resolution by the US Congressnen asking
Dr Mahathir to apologize or resign for his alleged anti-Jew sh renmarks.

Asked if his expression of support for Dr Mahathir went agai nst the
political thinking of PAS, Nk Aziz said the action was appropriate as PAS
need not oppose everything that Umo | eaders did.

"Umo should not oppose everything that PAS does and PAS should not
oppose everything Umo does, there nust be a neeting point...otherw se
people will call us arrogant,” he said.

On the cold response from some PAS nenbers to his call, Nk Aziz said
this was because sone of them were confused as they had not yet received
the correct information.

However, upon being explaned that the call was nade in the interest of
the nation they accepted his action, he said.

In MELAKA, Ml aysian Youth Council president Datuk Suhainm |brahim said
the council would nobilise its 1.8 nillion nenbers at a huge gathering in
Kual a Lunpur if the US Congress accepted the draft resolution.

The gathering would prove the people's support for Dr Mhathir and
opposition to the congressmen's action, he told reporters.

In KOTA KI NABALU, Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah (PBRS) president Datuk
Joseph Kurup described the congressnen's action as a violation of
Mal aysi a's denocratic principles.

PBRS opposed foreign |eaders seeking to deternine the |eadership of
this country, he said after chairing a suprenme council neeting of the
party. -- BERNAMA
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