13 NOvV 1997
Naj i b-consorti um
SET UP DI STANCE- LEARNI NG CONSORTI UM NAJI B TELLS VARSI Tl ES

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 13 (Bernama) -- Education M nister Datuk Seri Najib
Tun Razak has asked local public universities to set up a consortiumto
facilitate a common approach to distance |earning.

"Through a consortium we can save substantial costs. |If each university
has its own approach, there will not be optinmm use of infrastructure
comuni cation facilities and the nultinmedia technol ogy,” he said.

Najib was comrenting on Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad' s
call that the Asian Association of Open Universities nmake distance |earning
transcend national boundaries of menber countries.

The m nister was approached by reporters on the issue after opening the
17th annual Southeast Asia Teachers' and Counsellors' Conference (SEATCCO
here today.

Naji b, who already floated the consortium idea to vice-chancellors of
| ocal universities recently, said they were now preparing a paper on how
all the universities could jointly carry out a common distance-1|earning
programre.

He was al so asked on the detention of a Universiti Malaya |ecturer
under the Internal Security Act for alleged involvenent in the spread of
deviant religious teachings detrinmental to national security.

The mnistry, he said, had al ways been cooperative to the Islanic
Devel opment Departnment and police in determi ning appropriate neasures
agai nst propagation of deviant beliefs which threatened national security.

The governnent, he said, would not allow universities, as a centre for
spreadi ng know edge and w der social interaction, be used for the
propagati on of devi ant teachings.

Earlier, addressing about 1,000 conference participants from 10
countries, Najib said educational |eaders need not fear but rather enbrace
change.

The three-day SEATCCO, organised by the International School of Kuala
Lunpur, is ainmed at furthering professional developnment in the field of
education. -- BERNAVA
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