21/ 07/ 1997
Setting the tone for vital forum

Badrul H sham Mahzan; Ashraf Abdul | ah
KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Senior officials and nmenbers of the Asean Standing
Conmittee will begin deliberations tonorrowto set the tone for the nost
i mportant Asean Mnisterial Meeting since its inception 30 years ago.

The AMM whi ch begi ns on Wdnesday will see the grouping expand its
menber ship fromseven to nine.

Canbodi a' s admni ssi on has been deferred indefinitely due to its donestic

political uncertainties, but its Foreign Mnister Ung Huot will still be
attendi ng the neetings, albeit as an observer.

Anal ysts said all is not |lost for Canmbodia as the question of its
nmenbership still renmains on the agenda.

The M nisters are expected to discuss this at |ength, keeping in mnd
t he grouping's 30th anniversary in Decenber.

The celebration will nost certainly be nmerrier if all Southeast Asian
countries are represented.

Hence, observers eagerly await the outcone of the AMMto see if Canbodi a
will be admtted by then.

Wth rmuch excitenent about Canbodi a and Myanmar, both donestically and
regionally, Asean's efforts to downplay the issue of their nmenberships,
may not be entirely possible.

This is because their nmenbership has attracted worl dwi de attenti on.

In view of the | atest devel opnents, Asean is expected to press for
menbers and the dial ogue partners to give equal inportance to other issues
rai sed at the neetings.

The nmedia will want to know the outconme of the Asean del egation's recent
meeting with King Norodom Si hanouk, First Prine Mnister Prince Norodom
Ranari ddh and Second Prine M nister Hun Sen.

I ndonesi an Foreign Mnister Ali Al atas, Thailand's Prachuab Chai yasarn
and Philippines' Domingo L. Siazon are expected to report to the AVM on
t hei r di scussi ons.

The senior officials fromthe seven countries, being basically
responsi ble for the Asean political co-operation, will take a | ook at the
i ssues to be di scussed by the Mnisters.

The entire AMM ARF and the Post M nisterial Conference will be held at
the RM80 million Sunway Lagoon Resort Hotel.

Foreign Mnistry secretary-general Datuk Abdul Kadir Mhamad will |ead
the Mal aysi an del egation to SOMwhile Wsnma Putra's Asean director-genera
Dat uk Majid Ahnad Khan, the ASC del egati on.

The ASC which is chaired by the Foreign Mnister of the host country is
an advi sory body to the permanent commttees.

It conprises the secretary-general and the heads of the respective
nati onal Asean Secretariats.

Asean Foreign Mnisters and representatives fromthe two observer
countries will arrive in Kuala Lunpur on Wednesday, before the signing
cerermony of Asean Protocols by the Foreign Mnisters.

Later, the Myanmar and Laos Foreign Mnisters will call on Asean
St andi ng Comm ttee chairman Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi and Asean
secretary-general Datuk Ajit Singh.

On Thursday, the Foreign Mnisters will call on Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad before the latter opens the 30th AMM

On July 27, the ARF will convene with the nine Asean nenbers and the 10
di al ogue partners - the United States, China, European Union, Japan,



Russi a, Australia, Canada, New Zeal and, South Korea and I ndi a.
The issues likely to be raised include security concerns in East Asia
and Asi a-Pacific regions.
The Post M nisteral Conference will be held the follow ng day and ends
on July 29.
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