31/ 01/ 1997

Several questioned over |og snmuggling in Sabah

KOTA KI NABALU, Thurs. - Police have questioned several officers of the
State Forestry and Royal Custons and Exci se Departnent, Police Field Force
and Marine Police in connection with the I og snuggling operation uncovered
in Tawau recently.

State Crimnal Investigation Departnment chief Senior Assistant
Conmi ssi oner |1 Mazlan Tyan, who is heading the five-man police team said
several nore people were expected to be interviewed in the next few days.

"W believe these people can assist us in our investigation," he said,
when contacted i n Tawau today.

The team whose nenbers conprise senior CID and conmercial crine
officers fromthe State police headquarters, began investigation
imediately after it was set up yesterday.

The teamleft for Tawau yesterday norning

State police chief Deputy Conmm ssioner Datuk Mai zan Shaari, who
announced the formation of the teamyesterday, said several people
including State forestry officials would be questioned in the course of
the investigation

The teamwas set up after the State Forestry Departnent | odged two
police reports in Tawau on Jan 17 and yesterday.

The State Forestry Departnent, inits prelimnary investigation,
suspects crininality in the operation.

The State Governnent has also forned a high-level conmittee headed by
Deputy Chief M nister Datuk Abdul Ghapur Salleh to investigate the matter.

The conmittee has conpleted its initial investigation and subnmitted its
report to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

A Kl ang-regi stered cargo vessel MW Hel nsnen bound for Japan was det ai ned
by State Forestry Department officials on Jan 18 near the Bakau Forest
Reserve in Sebatik Island off Tawau for allegedly attenpting to snuggle
|l ogs said to be worth RVMB million.

Atotal of 3,049 logs with an estimated vol ume of 15,376 cubic netres
were seized in the vicinity where the vessel was apprehended.

Meanwhi | e, a spokesman for the Anti-Corruption Agency here said it had
begun investigation into the natter.

"In fact we have been nonitoring the situation since the | og snuggling
operation was uncovered,” he said.
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