11/ 12/ 1997

Seven Spani sh- speaki ng envoys at UKM event

BANG , Wed. - A record nunber of seven anbassadors from various Spanish
speaki ng countries graced Universiti Kebangsaan Ml aysi a's i naugura
" Spani sh Language Day' event today.

They were Nicol as Moreno of Uruguay, Jorge Bayona of Peru, Ricardo
Vil l anueva from Mexi co, Enrique Morreo Bustamante of Venezuela, Al berto
Arturo Infante Villarrea of Col onbia, Sergio Barcellos Telles of Brazi
and Pedro Undurraga of Chile.

"The Spani sh | anguage plays a vital role in the integration of politics,
econom ¢s and culture between Latin Anerica and Mal aysia," said Moreno in
hi s openi ng addr ess.

Moreno expl ai ned that Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad' s
visits to Latin Anerica and reciprocal visits to Mal aysia by South
Anerican mnisters had shown the inmportance of the |anguage in pronoting
know edge and under st andi ng between the countri es.

"W have noted an increase in the nunber of businessnen visiting
Mal aysi a and st udent exchange agreenents at both the official and private
| evel s have doubl ed."

Second-year information technol ogy student Ong Siew Shin, 22, said she
decided to take up the language as it was interesting.

H ghlights of the event included a fiery flamenco dance performance, a
rendition of a Spanish song by the students and a di al ogue between the
students and t he anbassadors.

Al so present were charge d' affaires of the Enbassy of Ecuador Dr Marco
Turlio Cordero Zanora, deputy chief of nission of the Spani sh Enrbassy
Carnmen Moreno and dean of the Language Studies faculty Associ ate Professor
Dr Fadill ah Merican.
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