26/ 08/ 1997
Sex al l egation: Anwar won't pursue matter

Sa' odah Elias

SHAH ALAM Mon. - Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimsaid
today that he woul d abide by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad' s stand that the accusation that he was involved in a sex scanda
was basel ess and, therefore, should not be pursued.

Anwar was asked by the Press whether or not he was planning to take
| egal action against the people responsible for making the all egation.

He sai d al though he had reasons to believe that several people were
i nvol ved, the allegation they nmade was fitnah (slander) and politically
not i vat ed.

"As the Prime M nister had advised, the matter should be put to rest as
t he accusati on was basel ess and absurd," he sai d.

Furthernore, he said, the Prime Mnister had reveal ed that the people
who wote the letter to himhad denied its contents.

He said this was not the first tinme that he faced such allegations, but
the |l atest one was the nost concerted and well-orchestrated to date. Anwar
had earlier opened the national -l evel Wnen's Day cel ebrations at Dewan
Jubl i Per ak.

In a separate devel opnent, Deputy |Inspector-GCGeneral of Police Datuk
Norian Mai told the Press in Kota Kinabalu that the case was cl osed

He said the police had conpleted investigations into the matter as
ordered by Dr Mahathir, who is also Home M nister

Yesterday, Dr Mahathir told the Press that tal ks of Anwar being invol ved
in a sex scandal was a fitnah and politically notivated.

He al so said the accusations were the work of groups out to prevent
Anwar from succeeding himas Prine Mnister.

Anwar sai d whom he suspected was not inportant as the natter had been
cl eared up, adding that since Dr Mahat hir had nade a very clear statenent
on the issue, he personally was reluctant to pursue it further.

"Every tine there is a general assenbly, party election or genera
election, there will be a case (like this). That is not new, and you (the
Press) are also aware of it, but you are too polite then to ask nme," he
sai d.

Asked why the allegations resurfaced at this time, Anwar said, it could
probably be due to the fact that he faced no difficulties in carrying out
his duties and his relationship with Dr Mahathir was excell ent when he was
made acting Prine Mnister for two nonths in June and July.
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