04/ 12/ 1997

Shift to hectic pace at Tanjung Mal a

AFTER a rather quiet day on Tuesday at Tanjung Malai, the site for the
Maritime Division of the Langkawi I nternational Maritinme and Aerospace
exhibition (Lima '97), activities took on a hectic pace yesterday.

Much of these were in conjunction with the gracing of the maritine
exhibition by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad.

Al so present were Defence Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar and
several mnisters who attended a weekly Cabi net nmeeting in Langkaw
earlier.

Al so present were deputy Royal Mal aysi an Navy chi ef Laksamana Muda Dat uk
Abu Bakar Janmal and Laksamana Madya (Rtd) Tan Sri Wahab Nawi, chi ef
executive of Huswah Exhi bition Sdn Bhd, organiser of the Maritine
Di vi si on.

At the press of a button by Dr Mahathir, there was thunderous expl osion
com ng fromplastic expl osives somewhere and shortly after snoke bonbs
were rel eased.

Then there was a fly-pastinvolving 10 helicopters over Tanjung Malai |ed
by RMWN Air Wng's three WASP hel i copters, before an appreciative crowd
even though the fanfare was nowhere near the opening cerenony of Lim '97
t he previous day.

Al so taking part in the fly-past were an Al ouette of the Pakistani Navy,
anot her of the Indian Coast CGuard, three AB-212 helicopters of the Italian
Navy, and two Sea Kings bel onging to the Indian Navy and Paki stani Navy.

This was foll owed by a denonstration on the water by the RW s PV90
vessel

Later, Dr Mahathir officially opened the Star Cruises' jetty, the
conmpany's second in the country after the one in Port KIang.

The Prime Mnister later visited exhibitors' booths at the maritine
exhi bition centre

After a reception at the Promenade he enbarked on the A Khaliqg vesse
and proceeded to officiate at the start of the Mal aysia Chall enge 1997.

Dr Mahathir then went on a fleet review of the various ships at the
anchor age.
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